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WATEE OOMMUNIOATION 

BETWEEN THE MISSISSIPPI AND THE LAKES. 



MEMORIAL 



OF THE 



PRAIRIE DU CHIEN CANAL CONVENTION TO THE CONGRESS OP 

THE UNITED STATES, 



ON 



THE IMPKOVEMENT OP THE NAVIGATION OP THE 

WISCONSIN AND FOX EIVEES. 



To the Hbnorahle, the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States in Congress assembled: 

The convention which met at Prairie du Chien November 
10, 1868, at the call of the Governors of the States of Wis- 
consin, MinnoRota, Iowa and Missouri, "for the purpose of 
maturing measures to impress upon Congress the necessity of 
making immediate and suflBicient appropriations to secure the 
improvement of the navigation of the Pox and Wisconsin 
Eivers," most respectfully represents as follows : 

NATURE AND CONDITION OF THE WORK OF IMPROVEMENT. 

The Wisconsin River having its rise in the northern part of 
the State of Wisconsin, runs southerly until it approaches the 
Fox River, turns abruptly south-westerly and running in that 
course one hundred and eighteen miles, empties into the Mis- 
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sissippi at Prairie da Chien. The Fox Eiver having its rise 
in the southern part of Wisconsin, runs north-westerly until it 
approaches the Wisconsin River, tarns abruptly north-easterly, 
and running in that course one hundred and sixty miles 
empties into Lake Michigan at Green Bay. 

The course of the two rivers below the Portage, the point of 
nearest approach, is surprisingly straight and nearly upon a 
due line passing through Prairie du Chien and the Straits of 
Mackinaw. The divide, or portage, separating the Wisconsin 
River waters, putting into the Gulf of Mexico, from the Fox 
River waters, putting into the St. Lawrence, is a level sand 
prairie, without rock, and in width one and one half miles 
The Wisconsin at the portage is at the summit level. It is 
about seven feet higher than the Fox at the portage, about two 
hundred feet higher than Lake Michigan at the mouth of the 
Fox, and one hundred and sixty-nine feet higher than the 
Mississippi at the mouth of the Wisconsin. 

Already a canal at the portage connects the Wisconsin and 
the Fox and a slack water communication extending from the 
portage to Green Bay, a distance of one hundred and sixty 
miles, overcomes by locks and dams the fall of two hundred 
feet, and connects the Wisconsin River with Lake Michigan. 
The Fox River from its mouth to Oshkosh on Lake Winne- 
bago has a low water channel of about four feet, and from 
Lake Winnebago to the portage of about three feet. At stages 
of high water, boats of three, four and even five feet draft 
have passed from Lake Michigan up the Fox River and down 
the Wisconsin into the Mississippi River. As late in the sea- 
son as June, boats of three hundred tons burthen have made 
the passage. In stages of low water, the Wisconsin cannot be 
navigated on account of the drifting sand. 

It is proposed that the General Oovernment be urged to improve 
the navigation of the Wisconsin river from its mouth to the Por- 
tage, 80 that boats of five feet draft may pass with facility in the 
lowest stages of water. 

The works of improvement now in operation upon said 
rivers are owned by the Green Bay and Mississippi Canal Com 
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pany, and chiefly extend from tlie Portage to the mouth of 
the Fox, 

This company will make the navigation of the Fox river as 
good as the Government will make the Wisconsin, so that the 
project is narrowed down to the improvement of 118 miles of river 
navigation. 

ITS PRACTICABILITY IN" COMPARISON WITH NEW YORK CANALS. 

There are twelve canals in the State of New York, of an 
aggregate length of 886 1-2 miles. These canals connect nat- 
ural channels to the extent of 386 miles, making the total 
length of navigable channels within the State 1,272 1-2 milea 
The construction of these canals was commenced in 1817, and 
the Erie was completed iii 1825. The enlargement was com- 
menced in 1835, and the construction account closed in 1862, 
although practically completed in 1859. 

The cost of the twelve canals, including enlargement and 
land damages, was $65,644,848. To this add interest on loans 
and the cost of repairs and management Up to 1865, inclusive, 
and the total cost to New York was $107,853,056. The 
amount of tolls received, inclusive of the year 1865, was 
$93,272,287, enough, even then, into $14,580,769, to pay oflF in 
full the entire cost of the canals. In a few years more the 
tolls on the New York canals can be reduced to a sum just 
sufficient to pay for repairs and management. The cost of re- 
pairs and management up to 1865, inclusive, was 21 2-3 per 
cent of the gross receipts. 

Of these canals, the Erie is the only eastern and western 
through canal. The remaining eleven are lateral canals, feed' 
ers to the Erie and outlets for from two to four counties each. 
Two or three of these lateral canals are self-sustaining. The 
remainder only become bo by crediting to them the tolls on 
freights which they bring into the Erie. Without this credit, 
tolls on the lateral canals, with the exception of two or three, 
have not more than paid, and in most cases have not paid the 
cost of repairs and management 
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The receipts from tolls on the Erie Canal alone, up to 1865 , 
inclusive, have paid : 

1. The cost of the original Erie canah 

2. The enlargement, including improvements and land 
damages. 

8. Interest on loans. 

4. The total cost of repairs and management up to 1865, 
inclusive. 

5. A net profit amounting to $15,622,836. 
In all the extraordinary sum of $83,629,243. 

The Improvement of the Wisconsin and Fox Eivers, of 
which it is proposed that the Government shall build the 
western end, and the Green Bay and Mississippi Canal Com- 
pany the eastern end, as compared with the Erie Canal, is as 
follows : 

The length of the enlarged Erie Canal is 350 miles. 

The length of the improvement. Green Bay to the Missis- 
sippi, is 278 miles. 

The summit level of the Erie Canal is at Buffalo, 654 feet 
above the Hudson Eiver at Troy. 

The summit level of the Improvement is at the Portage^ 
about 200 feet above Lake Michigan at Green Bay, and 169 
feet above the Mississippi at the mouth of the Wisconsin. 

The waters received into the Erie Canal at Buffalo are in 
great part wasted at Lockport From that point eastward the 
Canal is supplied by artificial feeders. For all practical pur- 
poses the summit level of the canal is the long level from 
Syracuse to Utica (55 miles), a level fed by ten artificial feed- 
ers, built at great cost, of which the largest and most expens- 
ive is the Black Eiver Canal. The supply of water is still 
insufficient, and it is proposed to build other feeders for this 

level. 

The full volume of the Wisconsin Eiver, three-fifths as large 
as the Mississippi at St. Paul, is at the summit level of the 
Improvement 
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The bottom of the Erie Canal, throughout the loug level, is 
an artificial bottom, from ten to thirty feet above the level of 
tlie country through which it passes. It is liable to break 
away and difficult to repair, endangering, life and 
property. At Syracuse the New York Central Eail- 
way passes under the canal. At TJtica the bottom is on a 
level with the second story windows of many of the houses 
on the river side of the town. The city sewers, the street and 
highway drains, and the various streams and rivulets along this 
level, all pass under the canal. At Eochester the Genesee 
river passes under it, and at Schenectady the Mohawk. 

The bottom of the Wisconsin Improvement, as built and 
projected, is a natural bottom, safe, and not liable to break 
away, and passes neither over nor under other bodies of water. 

On the enlarged Erie Canal there are seventy-one locks, 110 
feet long by eighteen feet wide. 

Upon the Improvement on the Pox Eiver side, there are 
built and projected about twenty-three locks, of which all but 
two are 160 feet long and thirty-five feet wide. Of the two 
referred to, both to be enlarged, one is 140 and the other 145 
feet long. On the Wisconsin side there will be needed, it is 
supposed, from ten to fifteen locks, making in all, when com- 
pleted, thirty-eight locks, 160 feet long by thirty-five feet wide. 

The depth of the Erie Canal is nominally seven feet, but 
practically six feet 

The present depth of the eastern end of the Improvement 
from Lake Winnebago to Green Bay is about four feet The 
proposed depth for the proposed entire Improvement is five 
feet 

The bottom of the Erie Canal is narrow and the locks small, 
only permitting the passage of narrow boats, which, for the 
most part, are sharp at the bottom to avoid friction. 

The Improvement, and the locks upon the Improvement, 
will permit boats to pass which are flat-bottomed and fifty per 
cent longer and one hundred per cent wider than the boats 
upon the Canal. 

It is estimated that the tonnage which will sink a river boat 
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four inches will sink an Erie Canal boat one foot, so that for 
the purposes of commerce a depth of four feet in the Improve- 
ment is equal to a depth of at least six feet in the Canal. 

The motive power on the Canal is horse power, and on the 
Improvement steam. The movement of freights on the Canal 
is one and one-quarter miles per hour, and on the Improve- 
ment (when running) from five to seven. 

Both are eastern and western through routes, the one a con- 
tinuation of the other, and later an eflTort will be made to show 
that the commerce demanding the Improvement to-day is little 
less in amount than the commerce seeking the Erie Canal. 

With a length less than the jDanal, less than one-third of the 
lockage, abundant water on the summit level rendering arti- 
ficial feeders unnecessary, a natural and not an artificial bottom, 
few or no streams to cross, and about one-half the number of 
locks, it must be apparent that the great cost of the Erie Canal 
can be no measure for the cost of the Improvement ; a deduc- 
tion fully sustained by the reports of Gen. Warren, hereinafter 
referred to, and a work, only a part of which it is proposed to 
ask the Government to undertake. 

Six of the eleven side canals of New York cost from two to 
six millions each, and the remainder less. In length they vary 
from 38 to 124 miles each. They are fed, in part, by artificial 
feeders. The Genesee Valley Canal has 112 locks, the Che- 
mung Canal 116 locks, with 1,015 feet of lockage, and the 
Black River Canal 109 locks, with 1,082 feet of lockage. They 
are outlets for two or, at the most, four counties each. 

The improvement of the Wisconsin river is about the same 
number of miles in length, has less than one-fifth of the lock- 
age and one-fifth of the number of locks, and is the outlet for 
six States and a vast territory beyond. 

ITS PRACTICABILITY IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER RIVER 

IMPROVEMBNTa 

Compared with the improvements proposed for other rivers 
putting into the Mississippi, the proposed improvement of the 
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Wisconsin, is in the number of miles in length, and the num- 
ber of feet of fall not greater than the rivers having the least 
number of miles in length and the least number of feet of fall, 
and not more than half as great, as the rivers having the 
greatest number. 

An impediment, and possibly the greatest, in the way of 
the improvement of rivers, is the sudden and great rise of 
water at certain seasons of the year. In the Ohio river' the 
floods rise above low-water mark as high as sixty feet, and in 
the Illinois, Eock and Chippewa rivers as high as thirty feet. 
But not so in the Wisconsin. The diflFerence between high 
and low water mark is, at the mouth, ten feet and at the Port- 
age six feet. Two mountains of rock, twenty miles above the 
Portage, situated at each side and close against the river, by 
reducing the channel, hold back the floods. 

Major Charles R Suter, in his report ot the survey of this 
river, made January 2, 1867, says : 

" Twenty-three miles above Portage City the river passes through the Dalles, and is 
there very much reduced in width. The Dalles act as a dam to prevent any very great 
rise in the Lower W^isconain. The average yearly rise is about six feet. In the spring of 
1866 it rose nine feet, which is the greatest heighth it has attained for many years. The 
rise in the river just above the Dalles, on this occasion, was more than fifty feet. ^^ 

The shifting nature of the sand bars is the main obstacle to 
navigation. It is met with in all the rivers referred to, the 
Illinois, the Mississippi and each of its tributaries, including 
the Wisconsin, and not more in the Wisconsin than in the 
rest. It has long been claimed that the regular passing of 
boats would keep this channel clear. 

Major Suter says : 

" In former years, when the Wisconsin was navigated by steamboats, it was found that 
the f^requent passage of boats not only deepened the channel but tended to keep it per- 
manently in the same location. The pilots who take rafts down the river bear testimony 
to the little stability of the bars and the slight disturbance of the bottom which is re- 
quired to cut a deep channel through them." 

It is probably true that an impression has prevailed, more 
or less, that, owing to the shifting sand, the main channel ot 
the river, as such, cannot be improved. That question is left 
for settlement to engineers and to experience. After a care- 
ful survey and study of the river, extending over two years, 
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General Warren has reported that such an improvement of 
the channel is practicable. But while upon that question, 
many, even of those acquainted with the river, may doubt, 
they cannot, nor can any one have doubt, upon the other 
question of the practicability of a canal, or slack-water im- 
provement 

REPORTS OF GENERAL WARREN — THE COST. 

Under instructions from the Engineer Department, issued 
in July, 1866, Major General G. K. Warren took charge of 
the surveys of various rivers, including the Fox and Wiscon- 
sin. Under date of January, 1867, his report was made to the 
Department, and was subsequently submitted to Congresa To 
this report reference is made. 

Estimates were made of the cost of enlarging the Improve- 
ment of the Fox Eiver to a uniform low-water draught of four 
feet and to one of six feet, which were, for four feet, $444,442, 
and for six feet, $1,288,515 40. The surveys of the Wiscon- 
sin Eiver were not then completed, and estimates of the cost 
of the Improvement were not then mada 

Under date of April, 1868, General Warren made a 
further report to the Department, which was subsequently 
submitted to Congress, and to which reference is made. In 
speaking of the Wisconsin he says : 

** From the present state of our investigations, therefore, I am in favor of dams, jet- 
tees, revetments, etc., of brush and stone, in connection ivith dredging, in preference to 
a canal along the hanks, or to locks and dams in the river, thongh the estimates have 
not been completed. The question as to the kind of Improvement will mainly turn upon 
the making of six and seven feet navigation ; but with three and four feet at lowest 
stages, and boats properly constructed and with a wide passage way, almost any amount 
of transportation can be done. 

" I have thought that from ^20,000 to ^,000 per mile would secure this low-water 
navigation oi from three to four feet depth of water. * * An expense annually 
would afterwards be required for repairs amounting to from $20,000 to f30,000. * * 
If a Canal qf great size is required between the Mississippi and the Lakts^ there is no 
question but that of cost involved in its construction. It is a very favorable feature that 
the Wisconsin Kiver, at low stage, is nearly on a level with the summit of the canal at 
Portage, and no expensive works are required to procure firom the river alJ the water 
that might be needed for lockage thence to Winnebago Lake. As a canal route, the 
natural feeders are Inexhaustible." 

Since the making of this report in April General Warren 
has completed his estimates, and has made to the Department 
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under date of October last (1868), his final and working re- 
port, from which report we have kindly been permitted to 
make the following extracta He says : 

^* For improTlDg the navigation along the Wisonsln River from Portage City to its 
moutb, I present three plans and estimates. 

" Mrst iYan.— All in river nsing wing dams and Long^s scrapers, distance 118 miles, to 
secure a depth of three feet ^ low water navigation, $427, 749 .87. Improvement to be avail- 
able the second year, the money all wanted the first year. Annually thereafter $80, 000. 

" Second Flan.— To secure four feet depth for navigation at low water, twentynseven 
miles in the river, ninety miles of canal, seventy feet wide at bottom and eighty feet at 
top, twenty-four miles being in wider places of old river bed, locks 160x30 feet, total 
lock lift 138 feet, sides of canal in cuts paved for use of steamboats— $3,206,790.05. In 
order to finish in third year, require $1,603,8^.05 the first year, the remainder the second 
year, and $50, 000 annually thereafter. 

" Ihlrd Ftan.'-To eecwcQ Jive feet navigation at low water, all to be canal, 118 miles. 
Canal seventy feet at bottom, eighty feet at top. Locks 160x35. Total lock lift 1*^6 feet. 
Sides of canal in cuts paved to allow the use of steamboats— $4, 164, 270.00. In order to 
finish in ^third year, will require $2,082,180.00 the first year, the remainder the second 
year, and $60, 000 annually, thereafter. 

'* / would urge the adoption of the third plan \f means can be raised^ providing^ hoW' 
ever, at first for only a four foot navigation. The second plan. If adopted, should be car- 
rled out with a view to being changed to the third \f ever required, The first plan, three 
feet navigation, may have too much Inconvenience for the great amount of transporta- 
tion designed for this route,'*''— iV. 860, Kept. Sec. War.) 

It is then reduced to this, that a low water channel in the 
river of three feet depth can be had for less than $500,000 ; 
that a low water channel oi four feet depth, partly in the river, 
but chiefly a steamboat canal, paved at the sides, wider at the 
bottom by fourteen feet than the Erie Canal, can be had for a 
little over $3,000,000, and that a like channel oi five feet depth 
all canal, can be had for a little over $4,000,000. 

SAVING. 

Will enough be saved to justfy the expenditure? 

It will save by reducing the freight charges upon every ton 
of coarse freight moved from the Mississippi eastward or from 
lake Michigan westward by water or rail. 

It is ascertained from reports and tables carefully prepared, 
by comparing the receipts and the cost of transportation of a 
large number of railroads for a period of eight years, that the 
average cost by rail is eighteen (17.90) mills per ton per' mile, 
and the average receipts thirty (29.80) mills per ton per mile, 
making the cost over sixty per centum of the receipts. 
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It is also ascertained by comparing the receipts and the cost 
of transportation of fourteen different canals, that the average 
cost of transportation is from 4 to 6 mills per ton per mile, and 
the average receipts 11 J mills per ton per mile, making the 
cost about thirty-four per centum of the receipts ; it is ordi- 
narly stated at thirty per centum. Upon the Erie canal, the 
average up to 1866, inclusive, was 21 2-8 per centum. 

The following table shows the comparative cost and receipts 
upon railroads, canals, rivers bays and seaborne : 

Cla$9\fication, Per ton per mUe^ Per ton per mile, 

C09ty mUU. receipfa^ mUls. 

Transportation by railroads 17.90 29.80 

..do..by canalB, inclading deduction, lockage, &c. 6.40 11.40 

. .do.. by Erie canal do do 4.06 

..do..by rivers, Bteam towage 3.26 2.90 

.do.. by bays ... 2.27 8.73 

..do..byocean 1.26 2.50 

From this statement it appears that the receipts and cost of 
transportation by rail are each about three times as great as hy 
canal, and about eight times as great as by river. 

From the Auditor's Eeport for 1866, it appears that the 
tons moved per mile in New York, on the Central and Erie 
railroads for that year were 809,561,319, and on the canals 
1,012,448,034, yet the railroad receipts amounted to $20,282,943 
and the canal receipts to only $10,160,651, making the charges 
by rail nearly three times as great as by canal. 

In the ten years, 1354 to 1864 inclusive, the total number of 
tons moved one mile by the Central railroad was 2,132,073,- 
612, by the Erie railroad 2,587,274,914, and by the New York 
canals 8,175,803,065 ; and the average charges of the Central 
were 2 6-10, the Erie 2 22-100, and the canals 91-100 cents 
per ton per mile, making the average charges by rail nearly 
three times (2 2-3) as great as by canal. 

Had the freights which were carried by canal for the ten 
years referred to, been carried by rail, the additional freight 
charges would have amounted to $122,637,045.97; add to 
this that portion of canal receipts which was applied to the 
extinguishment of the canal debt — a sum which, it will be re- 
membered, is quite three-fourths of the total receipts from tolls, 
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and which, after paying in full the cost of repairs and manage- 
ment is $73,184,640, and of which sam it is estimated that 
$56,000,000 was paid in the ten years referred to, and it then 
follows that, in addition to the redaction of railroad freights, 
a benefit, probably the greatest rendered, and in addition to 
the appreciation of real estate on the line of the canals, at 
New York city, and at the west, the canals have in the ten 
years referred to, saved to the public $178,637,045.97 or $17,- 
850,000 annually. 

It is estimated by Governor Fenton and the State Engineer 
of New York that by adapting the Erie or New York canals 
to the use of steam, the cost of transportation will be reduced 
at least fift>y per centum. 

The improvement of the Wisconsin, as proposed by Gen. 
Warren, partakes of the nature of both river and canal im- 
provement The motive power upon the Erie canal is horse- 
power and upon the river steam ; and the movement upon the 
river is at least four times as great as upon the canaL It is 
believed that in the matter of transportation, the proposed im- 
provement approximates more nearly to an ordinary river im- 
provement than to a canal. If so, it is safe to say that the 
cost of transportation and receipts per ton per mile wiU be less 
than one-fourth of the same by rail ; and will be still less if 
the Government shall collect tolls only sufficient to pay the 
cost of repairs and management 

BUSINESS ALREADY DEVELOPED. 

Is the business of the country sufficiently developed to de- 
mand this outlet ? 

The statistics upon this subject most carefully compiled 
were in different reports submitted to the canal conventions 
which met at Chicago, June 2, 1863, Dubuque, February 14, 
1866, and at St Louis, February 12, 1867, and are embraced in 
numerous memorials, papers and reports, which have been 
presented to and are now before Congress, to which we beg 
leave to refer. 
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The commerce of thirteen States and four Territories in. 
greater or less degree stand in present need of this water chan- 
nel as its eastern outlet 

It is impracticable to present in this paper a statement of 
the nature and extent of the productions of the thirteen States 
and Territories, or even of the entire productions of a single 
State. 

The States of Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin and Min- 
nesota, known as the five most productive of the famous eight 
"food producing States," are more deeply and immediately ia 
need of this outlet. The following statement of the increase 
and extent of the grain crop of these States will furnish a fair 
sample of the increase and extent of the entire productions of 
each and all of the States and Territories referred to. 
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From this statement (Table No. 1) it appears that a popula- 
tion of little more than twd millions in 1850, has increased to 
four and a half millions in ISfiO and to nearly six millions in 
1865 ; that the product of wheat, eighteen million bushels in 
1850, has increased to nearly fifiy-five millions in 1860, and to 
eighty-five millions in 1865, and that the product of grain, 
including wheat, etc., one hundred and fifty-three million 
bushels in 1850, has increased to three hundred and thirty-two 
and a half millions in 1860, and to four hundred and thirty- 
nine and a half millions in 1865. 

It also appears that less than one-sixth part of the popula- 
tion of the United States has raised more than one-half of the- 
wheat, about one-third of the corn, and about one-third of the 
grain, including wheat and corn, which, in the year 1865, was 
produced in all the States and Territories of the United States. 

The total value of the grain crop of the United States for 
the year referred to was, by the Commissioner of Agriculture^ 
estimated at $1,118,904,876, in which estimate the crop of the 
five States referred to was put down at nearly one-third of the 
whole— $391,596,000. 

The actual yield is, possibly, greater than the amount 
claimed in the statement (Table No. 1). The Governor of 
Iowa estimates the wheat crop of that State for 1867 at twenty 
million bushels, and for 1868 at twenty-five million bushels. 
The census returns made to the Secretary of State of Wiscon- 
sin indicate that the wheat crop of Wisconsin for 1860 was 
over twenty-£even million bushels, while the Secretary of the 
State Agricultural Society estimates the crop of 1861 at twenty 
to twenty-five millions, and of 1868 at twenty-five to thirty 
million bushels. 

In the main, however, it is thought that the statement is 
substantially correct In order to test it, the following tables 
have been prepared with reference, more especially to the 
wheat crop, designed to show, first, the quantity for export or 
shipment East, and second, the quantity actually shipped. 

It is estimated by the " Mark Lane Express," that in England 
the average consumptioa of wheat is six bushels to the inhab- 
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itant, while in this country, where corn is substituted in part, 
it is estimated that the average is about five bushels to the 
inhabitant 

TABLE No. 2. 
STA TEMENT designed to ahoto the amount of wheat for shipment East 

Total yield of wheat and flour for 1865, as per Table No. 1 (bnslielB) 85, 156, 700 

Deduct seed, 1 1-2 bushels per acre. Total ^o acres in wheat 
(5,854,991) as per report of Commissioner of Agriculture, 
1866 8,782,486 

Deduct consumption, 5 bushels to each inhabitant. No. of inhab- 
itants, 5,083,047, as per table No. 1 29,915,235 

88,697,721 

46,458,979 
Deduct for shipment South and West, say 15 per cent 6, 968, 846 

Quantity for shipment East , 89,490,188 
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From Table No. 2, it appears that the quantity of wheat and 
floar for shipment East in 1866, was about 89,000,000 bushels, 
while fcom Table No. 3, it appears that the quantity actually 
shipped from the ports upon Lake Michigan was as follows : 

W/ieat and OrcAit, induding 

flour. wheat aud flour. 

In 1862 43,605,848 bushels 77,767,599 bushels. 

I11I868 86,697,715 ..do 74,464,808 ...do... 

In 1864 80,253,699 ..do 61,909,073 ...do... 

Inl8B5 81,082,357 ..do 69,842,752 ...do... 

Inl866 88,269,216 ..do 87,421,681 ...do... 

It is submitted that these tables verify substantially the ac- 
curacy of the statements in Table No. 1. 

While it is true that a quantity of grain is raised upon the 
immediate shore of Lake Michigan and does not require 
transportation across the State, it is equally true that a quantity 
of the grain crop of the five States referred to, is shipped 
to the West and South, and another quantity to the East by 
channels other than the ports of Lake Michigan. With water 
channels opened and freights reduced, thereby stimulating 
shipments, it is thought the yearly crop is now and possibly 
as far back as 1866 was sufficiently large to make the ship- 
mants eastward from points west of Lake Michigan not less 
than 50,000,000 bushels of wheat and of grain including wheats 
not less than 100,000,000 bushels. 

This quantity in weight, estimating for the diflferent kinds 
of grain, is about 2,500,000 tons. The average distance from 
the Mississippi River to Lake Michigan by rail is 170 miles? 
and by the Wisconsin and Fox Rivers, 278 miles. To the 
distance by rail must he added the average distance to the 
head of Lake Michigan, opposite Green Bay estimated at 150 
miles. The charges for transportation over 170 miles of rail- 
way, at thirty mills per ton per mile, and over 150 miles of 
lake at three mills per ton per mile, amount to $5.55 per ton, 
and with the cost of transhipment at the Mississippi added, 
to $6.21 per ton ; while the charges over 278 miles of river, at 
seven mills per ton per mile, amount to $1.95 per ton. The 
saving of $426 per ton, upon the whole quantity for shipment, 
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■would amount to $10,650,000 — a Bum more than twice the 
estimated cost of the proposed work, to be saved upon the 
movement eastward of a single grain crop. 

It may be said that this great product -would not go all by- 
water — be that as it may — whether moved by rail or water, it 
must go at approximate water rates. The savingto the public 
is equally certain, whether effected by light tolls or light rail 
rates. 

It ia, however, by no means certain that water routes can 
not successfully compete with railways. It appears, (table No- 
3,) that from the ports of Lake Michigan, the shipments were 
nearly all to the East, and were made by water, excepting 
that in 1864 eight per cent., and in 1865 eleven per cent, and 
in 1866 eighteen and a half per cent were made by rail. The 
following statement is designed to show what proportion of 
the shipments by rail to the East were carried in the five win. 
ter months. 
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From this it appears that of the shipments east by rail there 
were carried, in tbe five winter months of the year 1864, fifty- 
eight and a half per centum, of the years 1864 and 1865, fifty- 
two and a half per centum, and of tbe years 1864, 1866 and 
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1866, forty-three per centum. Deducting from the shipments 
carried in the summer months the quantity discharged at points 
not reached by water, and it follows that during the severe 
months of navigation while the water chg^nnel was open and 
in competition with the four great lines of railway leading 
from Chicago to the East, there were shipped by rail not much 
over Jive per centum of the gross shipments east 

The opening of a water route will stimulate the export of 
corn. From tables Nos. 1 and 3 it appears that from a pro- 
duct of 273,000,000 bushels in 1865, only 25,000,000 bushels 
were exported — less than one bushel in ten. These tables 
show, says the Commissioner of .Agriculture, in his report for 
1865, p. 62, " how excessive charges for transportation are 
eating out the substance of the West, reducing home prices 
and farmer's profits, and consigning corn to the grate or fur- 
nace. It should teach the West to diversify its industry, and 
divert labor from wheat growing to industries which make 
light products.^' 

Having spoken so freely of the grain crop, it is impracticable 
to do more than refer to the other varied and great produc- 
tions of the territory tributary to this route, seeking an eastern 
outlet by water. It is thought that the western freights will 
approximate to the eastern freights. The opening of this route 
will furnish a western market for the great lumber districts of 
Michigan and Eastern Wisconsin, for the coal and salt districts 
of the east, for Lake Superior iron and for general merchan- 
dise. 

The following is a statement of the lumber trade of the two 
ports of Milwaukee and Chicago : 
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TABLE No. 5. 

STATEMENT cf reeeipti and ahipmenta qf Lumber, dbe., at the tw> parte qf MlwmOe^ 

and (Mcago. 





1800. 




In trb Ybab 1866, 


• 




LocAT^vrr. 


Total repots. 
Lumber, 
feet. 


■ 

3 lis 


Receipts by 
lake. Lum- 
ber, feet. 


|g5| 


Ship, by R. 
R. and ca- 
nal. Lum- 
ber, feet. 


^ o 


Total rc^pta. 
Coal, tons. 


Milwaukee. 


80,134,000 
225,872.840 


«68,806,000 66,840,000 
790,067,166687,861,000 


1,962,000 
^206,168 


1 

21,906,166 
422.067,266 




66,617 
406,193 


Chicago . . . 








Tbtals... 


256,496t.840 


788,866,168 


744,687,000 


44,168,168143,908,422 




662,810 


Wisconsin . 


t800,000;000 
tl, 126, 000, 000 




Michigan.. 






• 






















Total.... 












1,926,060,000 










1 







To move by rail the quantity actually received (788,865,- 
168 feet), allowing for each car seven thousand feet, and fcwr 
each train fifteen cars, will require 7,513 trains of cars^ or one 
for every hour, day and night, in the year, Sundays excepted^ 
and to move the qnantity actually shipped (443,993,422 feet^ 
will require 4,228 trains, or about fourteen trains for every day 
in the year, Sundays excepted. 

Should the western freights amount to not more than one- 
half of the eastern freights, they would swell the aggregate of 
the saving to $15,975,000 per annum. 

BUSINESS WHICH WILL BE DEVELOPED^ 

However great in quantity and value the productions of the 
five States referred to now are, under the stimulus of cheap 
transportation, they will grow into quantities and values vast 
and immeasurable. However great may be the development 
indicated by the miles of completed railway therein, it has not 
reached nor approached its limit. 

The following statement is designed to show the number of 
miles of railway cc^mpleted in these States, and the number of 
acres of improved land, as compared with the total area. 

•Not estimating lath, Rhiaglei^ paata^ tfM. bolto, cord waod, etc 
^TEetimate SMretory WbcoiuiB Stat* Agrieoltaral Society'i Raport^ in pnaiy gathared from nporta of Bourda of 

tEetlmata of ComaniMlaMr Genaral Land Office, Report of 18ST. 
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It appears from this statement that in 1850, in the States 
referred to, there were 130 miles of completed continuous rail- 
way, while in 1866, only sixteen years later, there were 7,641 
miles and more in process of construction. The total num- 
ber of miles of completed and continuous railway in the 
United States was 8,590 in 1850 and 36,000 in 1866. These 
five newly-created States contained in that year nearly as 
many miles as the six older " Middle States," nearly twice as 
many as the six **New England States," more than one-fifth as 
many as the United States, and more than one-fifth as many 
as all the rest of the world. They contained in 1866 nearly as 
many miles as the United States in 1850. 

It also appears that the total area of these States embraces 
more than two hundred millions of acres of land, a surface as 
great as that of forty States as large as Massachusetts ; and 
that the quantity actually improved is less than twenty-eight 
million acres — one acre in eight 

The valley of the Mississippi, which, by the opening of 
water routes, will become connected with the valley of the St 
Lawrence, and tributary to the commerce of the lakes, con- 
tains 768,000,000 acres '* of the finest lands on the face of the 
globe," enough to make more than 150 States as large as 
Massachusetts. More territory than the areas of Great Britain, 
France, Spain, Austria, Prussia, Earopean Turkey, and the 
Italian Peninsula combined. If peopled as Massachusetts is, 
it would contain five times the present population of the United 
States, ; and as France is it would hold as many people as 
the whole area of Europe contains ; and as Belgium and the 
Netherlands are, with not the same danger of famine, it would 
contain four hundred millions of souls, largely more than one- 
third of the entire population of the world. 

With the valleys of the Mississippi and the St Lawrence so 
connected there would be an uninterrupted lake, river and 
canal navigation fix)m New York to Fort Benton, at the falls 
of the Missouri, a distance, east and west, of nearly five thou- 
sand mile& Barges loaded at Grreen Bay might be discharged 
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of their cargoes in Montana. The distance on the Missi«'sippi 
navigable by steamboats, from St Louis north to the falls of 
St Anthony, and thence on the Dacotah, is about 1,300 miles, 
and south from St Louis to New Orleans, 1,200 miles. 
Steamers go loaded with freight to be delivered at the heads 
of navigaton upon the rivers which run through Illinois, 
Ohio, Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Ala- 
bama; and to Pittsburg, in Pennsylvania. Steamers of a 
large class go from St Louis to Fort Benton, a distance of 
8,100 miles. Jt is stated that in the spring of 1868, sixty 
boats were advertised to leave for the Eocky Mountain 
region, and that the gold dust which came by steamers in 
1866, was estimated at $16,000,000. 

The Chief Engineer of the Northern Pacific Eraiway, at 
page 45 of the pamphlet issued by him, entitled, " The Navi- 
gation of the Lakes," says : 

** At these points (one on the Golnmbia River and one at Paget Sound) transhipment to 
and from eastero Asia will take place Upon one of them will arise a city which will have 
the same relation to the trade of the Pacific as New York now holds to the trade of the 
Atlantic. * * The Asiatic prodnctions, * * when they reach the navigation qf the 
Missauri^ which approaches to tnthin seventy miles of the divide of the mountcdnSy will 
be put upon arks or rafts of lamber and thns be floated down and distributed at a cheap 
rate throughout the valleys of the Missouri and Mississippi. * • * Within ninety 
mUes qf the main divide of the mountains^ on the wost side, are the navigable waters of 
the Bitterroot branch of Clark river, and from this point an improvement by short canals 
and locks in some half a dozen places only, extends the navigation to the Pacific" 

In the Land Office Report for 1867 at page 69, commissioner 
Wilson says : 

" The Columbia river Is navigable to the Cascade mountains one hundred and four- 
teen miles from its mouth, when navigation is Interrupted by rapids for a distance of 
five miles, over which a railroad portage is constructed. On the east side of the Cas- 
cades It is again navigable for forty -five miles to the Dalles— and again becoming un- 
navlgable on account of rapids, another railroad fifteen miles long has been built from 
the Dalles to CebiUo. From the later point the river is navigable and daily or tri-week- 
ly steamers are running to Umatilla eighty-five miles ; Wallula one hundred and ten 
miles; and to White Bluib one hundred and sixty miles further up the stream. The 
Oregon Steam Navigation Company had in 1886 eighteen or twenty first class steamboats 
on the river and warehouses at all the principal towns and had transported to the 
upper Columbia, in the four years ending in 1866, 60,820 tons of freight and carried up 
and down the river in the same time nearly 100,000 passengers. By constructing a por- 
tage from White Blnflk one hundred and fifty miles north and cutting off an impassable 
angle in the river, the stream is again struck at a navigable point close to the forty- 
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ninth parallel from which Bteamere can ran from one hundred and fifty to two himdred 
miles farther north to near the fifty-third parallel, in the Cariboo coantry, the fiaiiioas 
gold region of Brittish Colamhia. The Oregon Steam Navigation Company expected 
to have steamers ranning npon these npper waters in 1867. 

About the year 1820, long before the Erie Canal was pro- 
jected, Governeur Morris, who, with James Hawley, shares the 
honor of its conception, writing to a friend in Europe said : 

" Handreds of large ships will, in no distant period, hoand on the billows of tbese 
inland seas. Shall I load yoar astonishment np to the verge of incredality I Know, 
then, that one-third part of the expense borne by Britain la the late campaign, would 
enable ships to sail from London throngh the Hadson river into Lake Erie." 

Nearly two thousand ships now " bound on the billows of 
these inland seas," and upon the Mississippi and its tributaries 
quite two thousand more. And no man can now fix the limit 
at which the extension of the water route then conceived, and 
the development of the country then inaugurated shall stop. 
A water communication extending from New York, over one- 
half of the length — and possibly the entire length — of the 
Pacific raihroad will furnish the only reliable check against ex- 
tortionate charges for transportation. 

TO WHOM WILL THE SAVING GO? 

The saving by cheap transportion does not benefit the 
producer more than the consumer. It probably benefits, 
in an equal degree, both. It is an object for the pro- 
ducer to move his grain to market at the least possi- 
ble cost, in order that he may there compete with other 
sellers; and an object for the consumer to promote com- 
petition. The Eastern States have an interest in the reduc- 
tion of freights, as great and controlling as the Western 
States. The entire wheat crop of New York is consumed 
in. three months, and the entire wheat crop of the New Eng- 
land States in six weeks. It is not optional with the Eastern 
States to buy ; they must have the grain which the Western 
States export. The West does not successfully compete with 
the East in manufactares, and the East does not successfully 



WISCONSIN AND FOX RIVERS IMPROVEMENT. 29 

compete with the West in agriculture. An open way is need- 
ed for the passage east and west of the productions of each 
locality. 

The tide of emigration sets from east to west, and the tide 
of commerce flows from west to east. The duties on imports, 
enriching thCsEast and the entire country, result, in great part 
from the exports ot the West. The appreciation of real estate 
will not be confined to localities contiguous to the proposed 
work, but will aflfect the vast territory of the west, whose pro- 
ductions are to be enhanced in value, and of the East, where 
the productions of the West are to be marketed. The port of 
New York is as great as it is because iCs the market of the country. 
It is enabled to transport freights to the markets of the world 
at a cost less than any other port on the continent. It pro- 
vides freight for vessels incoming as well as outgoing, while 
the other ports of the country do not. The sea-going vessels 
from the latter, in the main, return in ballast, and from the 
profits of the out-going trip have to pay its own and the ex- 
penses of the return trip. 

It is said by Sir Morton Peto, " that if the entire cost of the 
railroads between the Atlantic and Western States had been 
levied on the farmers of the central West, they could have 
paid it and been immensely the gainers." 

THE WORK IS NATIONAL IN CHARACTER. 

The work is not one for the State of Wisconsin. It cannot 
be undertaken without a change in the organic law of the 
Stata If completed it would benefit other States equally or 
more than the State of Wisconsin. Unaided by the legisla- 
tion of Congress, the State has not the legal right to under* 
take the work, nor the power to delegate the right to individ- 
uals. The grant to the Fox and Wisconsin Improvement 
Company was in aid of an act of Congress. By the ordinance 
of 1787, the navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and 
the St Lawrence, and the carrying places between the samej 
were declared to be public highways, forever fi'ee to the in- 
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habitants of every State. The control over them was re- 
tained by the General Government, and was substantially ex- 
cluded from the States to be thereafter formed out of the ter- 
ritory northwest of the Ohio. A similar provision was 
embodied in the law of Congress organizing the Territory of 
Wisconsin, and in the law of Congress admitting the State of 
Wisconsin into the Uniop. Not only by virtue of special 
legislation, but from the character itself of the Fox and Wis- 
consin Eivers, they fall within the class of waters over which 
the General Government has retained control, and to improve 
which it has long been its policy to make appropriations. 

A work which aflfects the interests of every locality, which 
reaches out and touches many States, and binds together all 
by the ligaments of commerce, and develops avenues of inter- 
course into bonds of unity, can be no less national in character 
than that which guards against outward foes. 

As a war measure, also, it is national in character. Its im- 
portance in this respect has been presented in a memorial of 
the Legislature of Wisconsin to Congress, from which we make 
the following extract : 

" Great Britain occupies the northern portion of the 'continent, with a territory co- 
terminons with our own, stretching l^om the Atlantic to the Pacific. She has constmct- 
ed a series of short canals around the rapids of the St. Lawrence, with locks forty-fiye 
feet wide and two hundred feet long, and eight feet deep, and has connected Lakes Erie 
and Ontario by the Wolland Canal, with locks twenty-six feet wide, one hundred and 
fifty feet long and eleven feet deep, and capable ot ready enlargement. She has con- 
Btructed the Rldeau Canal, professedly as a military work, by an interior route, between 
Montreal and Kingston, with locks thirty-three feet wide and one hundred and forty-two 
feet long; and although the channel is only five and a half feet deep, yet it is capable of 
pai^sing a dangerous vessel, when buoyed up by lighters. She has a formidable fortress 
and depot ol military and naval stores at Kingston, on Lake Ontario, another at Maiden, 
at the mouth of Detroit river, and a third at Penetanguishene, on Georgian Bay ; besides 
forts more or less impregnable at Toronto, Niagara, Port Stanley, Windsor and Port Sar- 
nia. Most of these points are intersected by railways, by which a large force can be rap- 
Idly concentrated. 

" To oppose these formidable preparations, we have a few dismantled forts, which a half 
hour^s cannonading with improved ordinance would batter down, and which from their 
weakness would invite rather than deter attack ; no lines of water communication by 
which a war vessel larger tiian a canal boat can be thrown into the lakes ; no naval or 
military depots ; nothing but a single steamer of one hundred tons burden, mounting a 
single eighteen-pounder for aggressive or defensive purposes ; nor can the number, 
under the treaty stipalations of 1817, be increased beyond one more on the upper Lakes, 
one on Lake Ontario and one on Lake Champlain. It may be a startling fact, but it is 
nevertheless true,- that a single battery planted on the Virginia side of the Ohio river, 
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below PittBbnrgli, and a single ganboat anchored near the Bonfh shore of Lake Erie, hare 
the power to sever the great arteries of communication between the East and the West* 
^* The Committee on Canals of the Senate of New York, and the Committee on Naval 
Affairs of the Senate of the United States, having this project before them, have nnanl- 
monsly reported in its favor— the former by its report, made x>n or about the 10th of April, 
186S, and the latter by its report, made on or about the 8d of March, 1863." 

f 

The famous Ericsson has said : 

" That an impregnable war vessel of 25 leet width and 200 feet long, with a shot-proof 
turret, carrying a gun of 15-inch calibre, with a ball of 450 pounds and capable of de- 
stroying any hostile vessel that can be put on the Lakes, will draw, without amunition, 
coal or stores, but 6 feet 6 inches of water, and consequently will need only a canal wide 
and deep enough to float a vessel of those dimensions, with locks of sufficient sisse to 
pass it," &c. 

Hence, it will require but a small enlargement of the Im- 
provement, -as now proposed, to admit of the passage of iron- 
clad vessels of war. With the Improvement perfected to the 
necessary dimensions, and the Erie Canal correspondingly en- 
larged, a vessel could be pBssed by an internal route from 
New Orleans to Chicago, Buffalo, New York, Trenton, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Annapolis, ashington, Norfolk, Eich- 
mond, Newbern and Beaufort, making a distance of 4,300 
miles, besides rendering accessible the whole navigable system 
of the Mississippi and the lakes. 

THE WORK SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN AT ONCE. 

In the memorials to Congress of th6 Legislatures of Iowa and 
Wisconsin it is suggested " that this work should be under- 
taken at this time, because the public debt is great. Its accom- 
plishment will increase the wealth of th3 country, out of which 
the debt is to be paid, and will enlarge the incomes of con- 
sumer and producer, by whom it is to be paid. At any cost 
its early accomplishment is dictated by true economy." "What- 
ever," says the Secretary of the Treasury in instructions to 
the special agent of the department, " tends to develop the vast 
resources of our new States and Territories, must add to the 
wealth of the whole country." 

It is the prayer of your memorialists that soon it may be 
said of this work as it was said of the Erie Canal : " The great 
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work has (advanced to completion^ giving to the world a practica- 
ble example of the proverb " there is that scaitereih and yet in- 
creaseih.^^ 

In behalf of the Couvention, 

B. J. STEVENS, of Wisconsin, 
W. I. GILCHRIST, of Iowa, 
WM. J. LA DUO, of Minnesota, 

Committee, 

SAMUEL MERRILL, 

President 

Horace Rublee, George Hyer, R. Tompkins, 

JSecretariea. 
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PEOCEEDINGS OF THE FOX AND WISCONSIN 
IMPEOYEMENT CONVENTION. 

Purauant to notice, a preliminary Improvement Convention 
was held at the Seymour House, in Oshkosh, on Friday fore- 
nooun September 25th, 1868, composed of delegates and citi- 
zens representing many of the towns along the line of the 
proposed improvement 

On motion of Mayor Davis, of Oshkosh, Mayor A. Klaus, 
of Green Bay, was called to the chair, and George Hyer ap 
pointed Secretary, 

The objects of the meeting having been stated by the chair, 
on motion, the following named gentlemen were appointed a 
committee to prepare business for the consideration of the 
meeting : B. J. Stevens, C. W. Davis and D. M. Whitney. 

A recess was then taken, and on reassembling the business 
committee reported as follows : 

CALL FOR IMPROVEMENT CONVENTION. 

By the Commfttees appointed by the Common Gonnctls of certain cities on the line of 
the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers Improvement, assembled at Oshkosh on the 35th day of 
September, 1868, with the powers expressed in the resolutions of appointment: 

Se U Resolved^ That a convention of the people ol the Northwest be called to assem- 
ble at the city of Prairie dn Chien on the 10th day of November, A. D. 1868, for the pur- 
pose of maturing measures to impress upon Congress the necessity of making immediate 
and sufficient appropriations, to secure the improvement of the navigation of the Fox 
and Wisconsin BWers. 

That the convention be restricted in its labors to measures which shall tend to the im- 
provement of the rivers above named. 
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That the cities, Tillages and coanties of the Northwest, Boards of Trade and otber 
hndinesB associations throaghoat the country, he inrited to send to the convention tvro 
delegates each. 

That this resolatioii be snbeeribed by the members of this Convention. 

That the Governor of this State be requested to issue a call, reciting this resolution, 
and inviting to the convention the people of the State, of the Northwest, and of tlie 
country ; and that be be requested to invite the Governors of the States of Minnesota, 
Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, and other States to unite with him in this caU. 

JOHN LAWLEB, Plrairfe du Chien. 
O. B. THOMAS, Prahrie dn Chlen. 
DOUGLAS LEFPINGWBLL, McGregor. 
BBUBEN NOBLE, McGregor. 
C. K. GALLETT, Portage City. 
W. W. CORNING, Pior*age City. 
C. W. DAVIS, Oshkosh. 
GEORGE HTER, Oshkosh. 
JAMES GILMORB, ^ppletOB. 
EDWARD WEST, Appleton. 
ANTON KLAUS, Green Bay. 
DANIEL M. \^HITNET, Green Bay. 

And the committee present the following resolutions for the consideration of the 
meeting : 

Seaolved, That Messrs. Hyer, Whitney and Galleit be appointed a committee, whose 
business it shall be to prepare a memorial for the consideration of the State Legislature, 
and an address embodying statistics and information concerning the improvement pro- 
ject under consideration, which memorial and address shall be submitted to the Prairie 
du Chien Convention, on the 10th of November, for consideration. 

Besolted^ That Messrs. Lawier, Leffingwell and ComiLg be appointed a committee on 
correspondence, whose duty it shall be to communicate with the municipal authorities, 
and with commercial and business organizations of towns and cities more directly in- 
terested in and favorable to the objects of this convention, asking co-operation in the 
purposes, ard attendance at the convenlion to be held at Prairie du Chlen, on the 10th 
day of November. 

Resolved^ That the committee appointed to prepare a call, and consisting cf two from 
each city, be appointed a flnance committee and requested to raise at least the sum of 
three hundred dollars, being fifty dollars from each city aforesaid, and that Mayor Davis 
be, and he is hereby, appointed the treasurer. 

JSesolved^ That the committee of arrangements appointed at the meeting in Prairie 
du Chien on the 28th day of August, 1868, be requested to act as the committte of ar- 
rangements. 

The several resolutions were unanimously adopted 

The meeting then, after arranging some minor details for the 
convention at Prairie du Chien, adjourned. 

A. KLAUS, Chairman. 
George Hyer, Secretary. 
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CALL. FOR WISCONSIN AND FOX RIVERS IM- 
PROVEMENT CONVENTION. 



STATE OP WISCONSIN^ 

EXBCUTIYE DEPABTMENT, 

Mabisok, October 2, 1868. 

WHfiRBJks, I have received a certificate of the adoption of a resolntion, wfaidi resoln- 
tion is in tke words and fignres following., to-wlt ;: 

*^ By the committees appointed hy the Common Councils of certain cities on the line 
of the Fox and Wisconsin Bivers Improvement, assembled at Oshkosh, oh thh 25th day 
of September, 1868, with the powers expressed in the resolutions of appointment. 

" Se it resolved^ That a convention of the people of the Northwest, be called to assem- 
ble at the city of Prairie dn Chien, on the 10th day of November, A* D. 1868, for the pur- 
pose of maturing measures to impress upon Congrees the necessity of making immediate 
and sufficient appropriations, to secure the improvement of the navigation of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers." 

** That the convention be restricted in its labors to measures whicli shall tend to the 
improvement of the rivers above named." 

^* That the cities, villages, and counties of the Northwest, Boards of Trade and other 
business associations, throughout Ihe country, be invited to send to the Convention two 
delegates each.'* 

" That this resolution be subscribed by the members of the Convention. 

" That the Governor of this State be requested to issue a call^ reciting this resolution., 
and inviting to the Convention, the people of the State, of the Northwest, and of the 
country ; and that he be requested to Invite the Governors of the States of Minnesota., 
Iowa, Missouri, Illinois and other States to unite with him in this call." 

JoHx Lawleb, Prairie du Chien., 
O. B. Thomas, Prairie du Chien, 
DouoiiAS LSFFiKovnEUii., McGregor^ 
Reuben Noble, McGregor., 
C. R. Gaiaett, Fortage City, 
W. W. CoBNiNG, Portage City^ 
C. W. Davis, Oshkosh^ 
Geoboe Htbb, Oshkosh, 
James Gilmobb, Appleton^ 
Bdwabd West, Appleton, 
Anton Klaus, Green Bay, 
Daniel M. Whitnbt, Green Bay. 



Now, therefore, I, Lucins Fairchild, Governor of the State of Wisconsin, together with 
the Governors of other States, uniting in this call, and whose signatures are [subscribed 
hereto, do hereby give notice, that at the city of Prairie du Chien, on the 10th day of No- 
vember, A. D, 1868, a Contention will be held for the purposes expressed in the forego- 
ing resolution. 

We, the Governors aforesaid, most earnestly recommend, that the cities, villages and 
counties of the Northwest, Boards of Trade and other business associationB throughout 
the country, b« represented in the Conyention. • The importance of connecting the 



88 WISCONSIK AND FOX BIVIRS 

• 

waters of the Mississippi river and Lake Michigan, by improved nayigahle channels, cmr- 
not be over-estimated. 

To the people of the Northwest and the entire conn try, the project as a military meas- 
nre is of the greatest importance ; and, as a commercial measare^ an immecJate necessity. 
A consultation of representative men cannot fail to advance it. • 

LUCIUS FAIRCHILD, 

Governor of Wisconsin, 

WILLL^M B. MAKSHALL, 

Governor of Minnesota. 

SABf UEL MEBBILL, 

Governor of Iowa, 

THOMAS C. FLETCHER, 

Governor qf Missouri, 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVENTION. 



PRAIBIE Dtr Chien, Nov. 10, 1865. 

The Convention to adopt measures to secure an appropriation by Congress for the im- 
provement of the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, so as to open a navigable channel for steam 
or other vessels connecting the great lakes with the Mississippi and its aflflaents, met at 
the Court House, in this place, at lOH o^ciock to-day. It assembled in pursuance of the 
call issued some weeks since, signed by the Governors of Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri and 
Minnesota. Delegates, representing" Wisconsin, were present from Green Bay, Appleton, 
Oshkosh, Mtnasha, Berlin, Montello, Portage, Madison, Sauk City, Boscobel, and other 
points. There were also numerous delegates present from Iowa and Minnesota. A large 
number of delegates from Dubuque and Southern Iowa, including Hon. Wm. B. Allison, 
Member of Congress, and other prominent citizens, were delayed on their way to the 
Convention, by an accident to the steamer on board of which they had embarked, so as 
to prevent their arrival in time to participate in the proceedings of the Convention. In 
all, from two to three hundred persons were present, including many leading men of the 
Northwest. Among them, were Gov. Fairchild, ol Wisconsin, Gov. Merrill, of Iowa, 
Hon. PhiletUB Sawyer and Hon. B. F. Hopkins, Members ol Congress from this State, 
Gen. Le Due, ot Minnesota, President of the Hastings and St. Cloud Railroad Company, 
a number of members elect of the Iowa Legislature, Hon. Hiram Barney of New York 
city, and Colonel Needham of Boston, a member of the Massachusetts Senate. In ad- 
dition to the prominent gentlemen irom thid State, holding official positions, present at 
the Convention, were State Treasurer Smith, Senator Hazelton of Grant, Senator 
Ketcham of Richland, Hon. Geo. B. Smith, Hon. Levi B. Vilas, and Prof. J. W. Hoyt of 
Dane,' Hon. 0. C. Kuntz, of Sauk and Judge Mills of Grant. 

There was some discussion upon the resolutions, in which Messrs. Lawler of Prairie 
dn Chien, Needham of Massachusetts, Hoyt, George B. Smith, Hopkins and Stevens of 
Madison, Governor Fairchild, and Mr. Hiram Barney of New York, took part. Mr. 
Lawler urged a vigorous pushing of the subject upon the attention of Congress. CoL 
Heedham said the great Northwest would not ask in yain for this Improvement If the 
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same spirit was diffused among the people that prevailed in the Convention. Mr. Geor^ 
13. Smith favored the opening of a canal fed by the Wisconsin Biver as the wisest plan. 
Governor Fairchlld spoke of the &vorable spirit already shown by Congress towards the 
enterprise. Mr. Barney, in his remarks, paid a high compliment to the zeal and ef- 
ficiency of the Wisconsin and Iowa delegations in Congress, and named Senator Howe 
and Mr. Sawyer, of this State, and Mr. Allison, of Iowa, especially, for their efforts in 
behalf of the work. !Mr. Hopkins reminded the Convention that, first of all, it was 
necessary to satisfy Congress of the practicability of opening a navigable channel ; that 
it was requisite that some arrangement should be made with the Fox River Improvement 
Company. The General Government would not be likely to appropriate sums to open a 
line of navigation, one part of which was private property. These obstacles and doubts 
once removed, and the General Government would no doubt act promptly and munifi- 
cently. Mr. Stevens said thus far Congress had granted every proper request that had 
been made by the friends of the Improvement, and that the private corporation referred 
to was ready to relinquish its property upon equitable terms. 

The Convention was in all respects a successftil and interesting one, fully demon- 
strating the great interest felt in the improvement by the people of the Northwest, and 
the confidence entertained in its practicability. 

A very full and elaborate report was read djiring the afternoon, by Hon. George Hyer, 
from a committee appointed at a meeting of the friends of the Improvement held in 
Oshkosh last summer. It set forth in detail the present condition of the Improvement, 
the character of the work proposed to be done in order to complete It, and the advan- 
tages that would accrue from it to the country at large, both East and West, giving nu- 
merous statistics bearing upon the subject. 

The following is the 



OFFICIAL EEPOET OF THE CONVENTION. 

Pbaibie du Chien, Nov. 10, 1868. 

Gen. John Lawler called the Convention to order, and Gen. 
David Atwood, of Madison, was chosen chairman of the tem- 
porary organization, and O. B. Thomas, Esq., was chosen tem- 
porary Secretary. 

Gen. Atwood, on taking the chair, returned his sincere 
thanks for the unexpected and undeserved honor of being 
called upon to preside, temporarily, over this large and intelli- 
gent Convention. It had met for a very important purpose ; 
to consider and adopt the best method to secure the advance- 
ment of the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, 
so as to make them navigable at all seasons. This would be 
a work of vast importance, not only to the people of Wiscon- 
sin, but to those of our sister States bordering on the west and 
northwest Whatever has for its object the increase of facili* 
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ties for transportation, and shall tend to the cheapening of 
fireights, should receive the attention and aid of every true 
friend of the West All improvements calculated to benefit 
the people of the great West should receive his cordial and 
earnest support. Without detaining the convention with far- 
ther remarks — again thanking the members for the honor con- 
ferred upon him — he would await its pleasure. 

On motion a committee on permanent organization was* ap- 
pointed by the Chair, as follows : 

Qov. Fairchild, of Wisconsin ; 

Gen. La Dae, of Jiiinnesota ; 

W. I. Gilchrist, Esq., of McGregor, Iowa ; 

Hr. Wilcox, of Buchanan Co., Iowa; ' 

Henry S. Baird, ot Green Bay, Wisconsin. 

On motion, a committee of three on credentials, was ap- 
pointed, as follows: 

Hon. George Hyer, of Wisconsin ; 
Hon. H. Tucker, Iowa ; 
Hon. L. B. Vilas, Wisconsin. 

^The committee on credentials reported the names of 113 
delegates, from the States of Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Missouri, New York and Massachusetts. 

The committee on permanent organization reported the fol- 
lowing persons as permanent officers of this Convention : 

^President—QoyemoT Samuel Merrill, of Des Moines, Iowa. 

Vice-Presidents— 'ELon. W. B. Allison, Dubuque. Iowa ; Hon. B. B. Bichards, Dubuque, 
Iowa; Col. L. A. Thomas, Dubuque, Iowa; Hon. B. F. Hopkins, Madison, Wis.; Hon. F. 
Sawyer, Oshkosh, Wis.; Gen. John Lawler, Prairie du Chien, Wis.; Hon. W. C. E. Thom- 
as, Green Bay, Wis.; Mi^orWIlllsDrummond, McGregor, Iowa; Gen. Wm. J. La Due, 
Hastings, Minn.; J. C. Bnrbank, Slsq., St. Paul, Minn.; Hon. M. S, Wilkinson, Mankato, 
Minn.; Gen. L. F. Hubbard, Red Wing, Minn. 

Secretaries— B^or&ce Rublee, Esq., Madison, Wis.; Hon. George Hyer, Oshkosh, Wis.; 
. R. Tomklns, Esq., McGregor, Wis. 

On motion, the following committee on Resolutions and Me- 
.moiials was appointed by the chair : 
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Got. Lnciiui Fairchlld, of Wisoonsi n ; 
Hon. H. S. Baird, of lIViBConBiii; 
Horace Sublee, of Wisconsin ; 
Hon. M. 8. Wilkinson, of Minnesota ; 
Gen. W. J. La Dae, of Minnesota ; 
Hon. Hiram Barney, of New York city ; 
Hon. Daniel Needham, of Boston, Mass.; 
Hon. W. I. Gilchrist, of Iowa; 
Hon. Douglas Lefflngwell, of Iowa. 



The chair presented to the Convention and caused to be read 
a communication from A. Penfield, Esq., of the Treasury De- 
partment, Washington, D. C, together with documents in rela- 
tion to the improvement of the Wisconsin river, which was 
referred. The following is a copy thereof: 



Tbeasttbt Depabtment, 
' Washington, November 6, 1868. 

7o the JPreHdent of the Convention on the Improvement cf the Fox and Wieconein Biv- 
«r«, to Aeaemble at Fraifie du Chien on the 10th qf lifovember : 

Sib:— I have observed a call for a convention of the Northwestern States, to assemble 
at Prairie da Chlen on the 10th inst., on the subject of the farther improvement of the 
Fox and Wisconsin Rivers. 

I take the liberty of stating that in the ca;ial writings of my ancle, the late Jesse 
Hawley, then of Canandaigaa, he suggests the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
Rivers from Green Bay to the Mississippi. The primary object of these writings was 
the project of the Erie Canal. The articles were published from time to time in the 
Canandaigua newspaper. De Witt Clinton (See Dr. Hoosack's Life of Clinton) states 
that the first intimation he saw of the Erie Canal in prinr was these essays of Mr. Haw- 
ley. Hon. Wm. H. Seward, in his treatise, historical and statistical, of the State of New 
York, published in 1853, states the same thing as to priority of these essays on the sub- 
ject of the Erie Canal. These essays were republished by D/. Hoosack, in the appen- 
dix to the "Life of Clinton,'' occupying forty pages of that folio voluma. After the 
subject of the Erie Canal was treated, other canals, in the conclusion, were pointed out, 
among them the present Illinois and Michigan Canal— a canal and locks at the outle t of 
Lake Superior ; while of the Fox and Wisconsin route, he has the following words, page 
830 : " The improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, with a canal to connect 
them at or near their portage, supplied by the most elevated stream, would open a com- 
munication between Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River, 1,150 miles from its mouth.'" 

In the spring of 1864, 1 petitioned Congress for the making of reservoirs of lakes on and 
near the head of the Mississippi river, by damming their outlets, and so provide a suf- 
ficient supply of water to afibrd a medium stage for navigation through the summer, ;in 
the Mississippi, as low down as the Missouri or Ohio. In the Senate, the petition was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and in the House to that on Roads and Canals. 
Nothing further has been done in Congress. I called the attention of the Topographical 
Boreau to the subject, giving them a printed copy of my petition ; also the attention of 
the Secretary of War, Mr. Stanton, requesting a survey for a short distance, for the pur- 
pose of utilizing Leech Lake tn such a system. The communication I addressed to him 
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he referred to Gen. Hnmphrey, the head of the Bureau, to learn whether the act of Con- 
gress for the snrvey of the npper Mississippi would extend so far, and whether tlie ap- 
propriation would cover such service. 

The stage of wfiter in the Mississippi at various points is now telegraphed or palilishod 
by the daily press. Of what incalculable value in navigation and business pursuits "would 
it be to know in all the regions that the depth of water on the bars belcw St. Anthony 
was never less than four or Ave feet deep, and above that point of still greater deptli. In 
my petition to Congress, I averred that those lakes, used as reservoirs for the Mls^iseip- 
pi, vrould be more valuable than the gold mines of California. I may remark, such a 
constant stage of water in ttie Mississippi, would benefit the whole region sloping- from 
the Rocky Mountains to the Mississippi river, and to the freight business of all railroads 
running from those Mountains to the river. 

Such a constant stage in the Mississippi, furnished by the supply from the Reservoir 
Lakes, would be of like inestimable value to the business of the Fox and Wisconsin route, 
approximating, as it would, in freight tonnage of agricultural products to that of the !Erie 
canal. Fri^m the report of the Auditor of the Canal Department it appears that the 
Erie Canal, down to 1866, had paid the cost of original construction and ^^ enlargement,'' 
expenses and interest, and had, over and above a credit of $41,500,000 in the forty years 
after its completion; the '* canal debt of the State being for lateral canals.'^ What the 
Erie Canal was in connecting the great lakes with the Hudson, the Fox and Wisconsin 
improvement would be in connecting the great lakes with the Mississippi. 

In one of my letters to Engineer General Warren, I spoke of retaining, north of Por- 
tage City, a part of the redundant waters of the Wisconsin to supply in summer the 
lower Wisconsin, and as one source of supply to the Mississippi below the Falls ol St. 
Anthony, as the river below the Falls is so much wider than above (where it would be 
full banks) to give the proposed depth, four feet above low water, as the constant depth 
through the summer. 

General Warren had mentioned that the mill-owners at St. Anthony were considering 
the subject of increased supply of water against the summer drouths. I mentioned in 
one of my letters to him, the reservoirlng, by a company at Lowell, of Lake Winne- 
piseogee, in New Hampshire, a sheet of water of 87 square miles, nearly 60,000 acres, 
by a dam of ten feet at its outlet. This affords in summer two or three times the water 
in Winnepiseogee river, on which are mills, before its junction with the Merrimac, that 
it did before the dam was made— and a gentleman in the treasury, whose family reside 
on the Winnepiseogee river, near its confluence with the Merrimac, told me that a paper 
mill near his house, on tne former river, in the great drouth of 186*i, which prevented 
most of the paper mUs in New England from running, was kept running constantly, 
and Ciade ^00 a day. The water from the Winnepiseogee reservoir gives increased 
power, especially in summer, to all the manufacturing towns on the Merrimac. 

The plan of reservoirs for the supply of the Mississippi would not only be of the most 
signal service to the business of the Fox and Wisconsin route, but incidentally to the 
mill interest, when severe summer drouths are felt. At St. Anthony.alone the quantify 
of reserve water passing would not be less than l,500,00d cubic feet per minute, equal to 
one twenty-eighth of that going over Niagara Falls. 
I enclose a printed copy of my petition to Congress. 

Your obedient servant, 

A. PENFIBLD. 

A communication was also read from Edwin F. Johnson, 
Esq., Chief Engineer of the Northern Pacific Eailroad, and 
referred, whereupon the Convention adjourned until 2 1-2 
o'clock P. M. 
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2 1-2 o'clock p. M. 

Gov. Merrill, of Iowa, on taking the chair as President, ad- 
dressed the convention as follows : 

Gentlehbn of the Contention:— The importance of the Bubject ^hlch has called 
as together cannot he over-estimated. It is a snhjeet affecting not the interests of an 
Individnal, of a corporation, of a city, or of a single State even ; hnt is one of such mag- 
nitude that five or six States have aesembled here in the persons of their representatives 
to consider and discuss it. I know not how others may feel, but speaking the convic- 
tions of my own judgment and reflecting, I believe, the sentiments of the people I have 
the honor in part to represent, I declare it my belief that our growth and prosperity 
will be largely affected by the success or defeat of the measure now before us. We are 
essentially an agricultural people. Providence has located us on the fairest soil on 
Ood^s green earth, and has given us a climate which looks kindly upon the labors of the 
husbandman. Our resources are in the fields and in the strong arms of an industrionSj. 
persevering people. Tet in this paradise of the farmer, blessed as it is with every ad- 
vantage for the accumulation of wealth, the conviction is general that the laborer, the 
producer, does not receive the ftill reward of his labor. Ample evidence of this may be / 
found by an examination of the market quotations in every eastern paper, and a com- 
parison of the prices of cereals here and thare. The great demand of the Northwest is 
for cheaper frelgMe, The cost of transportation has alwajrs been, and still is, far out of 
proportion to the cost of production. To a people like ours whose wealth is derived 
from the sale of heavy exports, from the sale of their wheat, and corn, and rye, and bar* 
ley, from their beef, and pork, and stock, this is a severe check to their prosperity. The 
State of Iowa alone, according to moderate estimates, has produced more than twenty- 
five million bushels of wheat the present s«sason. Of this quantity it is safe to say that 
nearly three-fourths may be exported, may be exchanged for manuiactured articles of 
utility and taste, or exchanged for money to become accumulated capital in the liands 
of the producer. The same may be said of com, of which we have produced (by esti- 
mate) more than seventy million bushels, nearly half of which might become an atUcle 
of export under circumstances rendering it remunerative. Remember these are pro- 
ducts with but a mere fraction of our soil under cultivation, and that they are increas- 
ing rapidly as each year brings fresh accessions of emigrasts seekine homes within our 
borders, but even now, in the infancy of our productions, millions of dollars could be 
annually saved by the openii g of a line of water communication with the Atlantic sea- 
board, and the establishment of water rates of transportation. Millions of dollars could 
be saved every year to Iowa alone, and placed in the pockets of the people whose hard 
toil entitles them to the fullest fruits of their industry. And the advantages of such a 
measure are not confined to the West alone. East and West would share in them alike. 
It would make a good market for our heavy products, invite immigration and give new 
life to the whole Northwest. It would make labor profitable here and food cheap in the 
East. It would enhance the value of our lands and thHr machinery. To both actions 
it would invite and retain labor for those channels for which naturo has peculiarly fitted 
them, by enabling them to command the productions of the other at prices within their 
Ttach. 

There is another advantage in the proposed improvement, which is worthy of consid- 
eration. The opening of the Wisconsin and Fox rivers makes an uninterrupted line of 
water communication with the Bast. It marries the Mississippi and the Atlantic. It 
strengthens, by the creation of new ties of interest, the bonds of amity and good will 
between the East and the West. 
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Now. what we wish is to increase the returns of labor, to place greater values in the 
handp of the hushandman, to open and develop the rich domain God has given ub. "Wo 
owe it to ourselves, and to those who are to come after us. to remove every obstacle that 
obstructs the path of progress. Recognizing, as we must, the great advantages -which 
must flow from the proposed improvement, our duty is plainly to consider only the most 
feasible plan for the accomplishment ot the work and then bend our united energies to 
the task. What either State might fail to eflFect single-handed, may well be undertaken 
by the common strength of the many. Accordingly I have great confidence that a move- 
ment will be inaugurated here to-day, which will eveniuate in the fulfillment of the ob- 
ject we have in view, 

Mr. George Hyer submitted a report frorft the Committee on 
Statistics, appointed at a meeting held in Oshkosh some months 

since. 

Governor Fairchild, from the Committee on Eesolutions, 
submitted the following, which was unanimously adopted : 

Whebbas, Ma)or General Q. K. Warren, the engineer in charge, reports that a naviga- 
ble water channel of any depth, connecting the Mississippi and Lake Michigan by way of 
the Wisconsin and Fox Rivers, can be provided at a moderate cost; now, therefore, be it 

Sesolved^ That the immediate opening of said channel is demanded by the interests of 
the people of the entire country ; that the work is one of national importance, required 
as a channel of commerce, as a ligament to bind together the States, ensuring national 
unity, i;nd as a measure of defense in case of war. 

Resolved^ That the Seuators and Bepresentalives In Congress from the several States 
be requested to urge upon the General Government a recognition of the Improvement of 
the Wisconsin Kiver as a national work ; and that they be further requested to ask for 
and urge the Government to undertake and perfect such improvement, at an early day, in 
such manner and by such means as Congress may direct. 

Resolved,, That Messrs. B. J. Stevens of Wisconsin, W. I. Gilchrist of Iowa, and Gen. 
Wm. J. La Due of Minnesota, be a committee of this convention to prepare a memorial to 
Congress setting forth the material facts embraced in the report on statistics presented to 
this convention, and that the same be presented by the convention [signed by the ofiicers 
thereof] to the President of the United States, the heads of the departments, and the 
members of the two houses of Congress. 

Resolved, That the Governors of Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Nebraska and 
Wisconsin be and they are hereby requested to unite in forwarding copies of the memo- 
rial so prepared to the Governors of the several States of the Union, asking that the same 
be laid before their respective Legislatures, and they be requested to concur in the me- 
morial and adopt such practical measures as they shall deem proper to effect the objects 
desired, and to take early and favorable action thereon. 

Resolved, That under the direction of the Governor of Wisconsin the proceedings of 
this convention, together with the memorial to be presented, and such letters, reports, 
papers and documents as shall be deemed important, shall be published in pamphlet 
form, and that copies thereof be sent to the President of the United States, the heads of 
the departments, and to members of both houses of Congress. 

Resolved, That the President of the convention be instructed and authorized, if InMs 
Judgment it shall be expedient, to appoint a committee to visit Washington during the 
session of Congress, to urge before the committees of Congress the subject matter of the 
memorial to be prepared. 
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The following dispatches were received and read : * 

Dubuque, Iowa, Nov. 10, 1868. 
7b the FtesiderU of the Canal Convention : 

The late arrival of the boat prevents our attendance. Our hearts are with you, and we 
earnestly hope for the speedy constmction of the ship canal. It is of National import- 
ance, and should receive the cordial support of the people. 

J. K. GRAVES, 

£k>r Dubuque DdegaHon. 

Omaha, Nov. 10, 1868. 
Bbeese J. Stevens, 

Vice President qf Oreen Bay and Mississippi Canal OonvenHon : 
Duties on the special Pacific Bailroad Commission detain me here. 

G. K. WARREN, 
I ' Brevet M<0or General, 

MuLTOH, Nov. 10, 1868. 
J. Lawljsb: 

The delegates from Fort Howard are unexpectedly detained, hut will he on hand to- 
night. A. E. ELMORE. 

The following letter was read and ordered to be published 
in the proceedings of the Convention : 

Gbeen Bat, Nov. 9, 1868. 
Gov. Faibohild: 

Bear /^r— Presuming that you would he prese t at the Convention, called for the 10th 
inst., to forward the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, I beg to send you my 
congratulations, that something is about to be done in the right direction. Forty years 
ago, I was present at a public meeting held in this County, to memorialize Congress upon 
this subject, and never since have my efforts, inflaence or means been wanting, in en- 
deavors to accomplish this great work. It is the only feasible channel of water commu- 
nication between the Lakes and the Mississippi, and the immense water lines connected 
with it, give it National importance. I regret, exceedingly, that other engagements pre- 
vent my attendant on the Convention in person, as I shall be in spirit, and yon may feel 
assured that the objects to be accomplished have the hearty approval of a vast mi^oi^ty 
of your constituents and especially of one who has si>ent a lifetime in endeavors to ad- 
vance them. 

I have tue honor to be, very respectfhlly. 

Tour obedient servant, 

MORGAN L. MARTIN. 

Mr. Hiram Barney, of New York, oflFered the following res- 
olution, which was adopted : 

Besoloed, That in the opinion of this Convention, that plan of improvement recom- 
mended by General Warren, which contemplates the greatest &cllitie8 for navigation 
and commerce, shonld be adopted by Congress. 
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Mr. George Hyer oflfered a resolution, which was adopted, 
as follows : 



JSesolifed, That this organization be so continued, that its officers shall be constftnted 
an Bzecatiye Committee, anthorized to call meetings, and direct measures, calculated to 
promote the objects and purposes expressed in the proceedings of this Convention. 



Eesolutions of thanks to the oflScers of the Convention for 
the manner in which they had performed their duties, and the 
Eailroad Companies for the courtesy of free return tickets to 
the delegates, were adopted. 

The Convention then adjourned sine die, 

SAMUEL MEREILL, 

President 

Horace Rublee, 

George Hyer, }• Secretaries. 

R Tompkins, 
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EXTEAOT FEOM GEN. WAEEEN'S FINAL EEPOET. 

Modi to ih» Chief of Engineer*^ Genebu. Humphreys, in October^ 1868. 

In response to the Joint resolution of Congress, approved July 27, 1868, requiring ^* a 
full statement of the facts tending to show to whp.t extent the general commerce of the 
country will be promoted by the several works of improvement," &c., I venture to sub- 
mit the following general considerations in relation to the subject. In my estimates and 
examinations, I have kept in view mainly the moving of the wheat crop, but it is safe to 
say that in no case is the benefit of improved navigation, as herein shovm, more than 
one-third of what would result firom transportation of all kinds ofproductions combined. 
The region of the Upper Mississippi is pre-eminently adapted to the production of wheat, 
and the low price at which land can now be purchased, and the ease with which it can be 
tilled, make wheat growing one of the most profitable of pursuits. The present year, 
upon farms well conducted and situated conveniently to water transportation, wheat has 
averaged about twenty bushels per acre, and sold for about one dollar and a half per 
bushel, realizing thirty dollars to the acre, and at a cost of production of about ten dol- 
lars, leaving a clear profit of twenty dollars per acre. A farm of two thousand acres 
would at this rate make a clear profit of forty thousand dollars. This would be sufQcient 
to take up another equally large piece of land, break it, stock it and fence it, and show 
a profit of one hundred per centum on the original investment. Under such a stimulus 
as this, it is easy to see how rapid must be the expansion of the area of land cultivated 
for producing wheat. 

It is estimated that there are now two millions of acres of land under cultivation in 
Minnesota, and that of wheat alone there is ibis year a product of twenty millions of 
bushels. It is estimated, also, that this is only about five per cent, of the capacity of 
Minnesota, when it shall all come under cultivation. If so, the future crop may reach 
four hundred millions of bushels in this State alone, and amounting in weight to twelve 
millions of tons. Of this amount at least two-thirds would not be needed by the popula- 
tion of the State, so that there would be eight million tons of this article alone fer trans- 
portation. At the present time, it is estimated that in the States of Wisconsin, Illinois 
and Iowa together, and within the limits of the Mississippi Valley, tributary to the water 
lines of transportation, whose improvement I have under my charge, (viz: the Mississippi 
and tributaries above the Bock Island rapids), there are seventy millions of bushels of 
wheat for transportation eastward, one-half of which would, were the navigation of the 
Fox'and Wisconsin rivers as good now as it it susceptible of being made, pass over that 
route in preference to any other. That is, about thirty-five millions of bushels, or in 
weight about one million and fifty thousand tons. The present cost of transporting 
wheat firom the Mississippi river to Lake Michigan by railroad, is about five dollars per 
ton, making the cost of moving half of the crop fh)m the Mississippi to the Lakes, not 
including river transportation, five millions and two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

It is believed that the railroad tran6i)ortation would be profitable at three dollars and 
thirty cents per ton. I have made my calculations by allowing two cents per ton per mile, 
and averaging the lengths of the following roads : Fulton and Chicago, 186 miles ; Savan- 
nah andBacine, 142 miles ; Dunleith and Chicago, 189 miles ; Prairie du Chien and Mil- 
waukee, 194 miles; La Crosse and Milwaukee, 196 miles ; Hudson to Bayfield, 160 miles; 
St. Paul and Superior, 150 miles. The competition of an independent canal and river 
line would then bring the railroads down to at least the price last named, and make the 
cost of moving the half crop of this year, three million six hundred and seventy-five thou- 
sand dollars, thus effecting a saving to the producer and couBumer, of one million seven 
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hundred and eighty-flye thonsand doUare. If the " Red Line," as it Is called, from Chi- 
cago to New York, should effect an extension to the Mississippi and carry freight at the 
rate it now does, which is abont 1 7-10 cents per ton per mile, it would not reduce the 
price at Minnesota, for connection can only be made by way of Chicago, and the 
increase of difference would make, at eyen these low rates, a higher ayerage cost of 
reaching the Lake from the Mississippi, than '.we haye taken aboye. And eyen at those 
I)oints on the Mississippi, like Rock Island, Sayannah and Dunleith, all the benefits to be 
deriyed from transportation from Lake Michigan East would be lost, saye the given one 
aboye. Freights would haye to go on this line at the same rates all the way to th.e Bea- 
board. 

We belieye it is safe to say that a good line of water transportation from the Mis. 
sissippi to Green Bay, can be so built as to profitably transport at one httlf cent per 
ton per mile. The line would be two hundred and eighty mUes long, and this would 
make the cost of the entire distance one dollar and forty cents per ton, a saying of one 
dollar and ninety cents per ton upon ihe cheapest railroad transportation, and on the 
present wheat crop would saye, upon what the railroads now charge three dollars and 
sixty cents per ton, or in the aggregate three million seyen hundred and eisfhty thousand 
dollars, or allowing railroads to carry as cheaply as it is possible for them to do, the canal 
would saye annually one million nine hundred and ninty-flye thousand dollars. It must 
be kept in yiew that in these last figures we haye supposed one-half of the crop to go by 
railroad— and down the Mif>sis8ippi below the Rapids. Nor haye we taken into consider- 
ation the benefits of the transportation from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi liyer, 
which will be quite as great in addition. Nor haye we more than stat'^d the future pro- 
duction of the single State of Minnesota. It is probable that the deyelopment will be so 
rapid that all the present and probable railroads, as well as the canals and riyers, will be 
wanted as fast as they can be built. 

The stimulus to a lull deyelopment of the agricultural resources of the country, which 
a return of one hundred per cent, per annum giyes, cannot of course, be felt in any but 
fayored localities for present transportation. But when transportation is deficient, it is 
felt mainly in keeping back the prices of land, so that the profits on inyestments at 
points where the wheat on the ground brings one dollar per bushel now, is not greatly 
behind those where the price is one dollar and a half. The present profits of the crop 
to the farmer, paying all that he does in tl^e way of transportation, are yery great, so 
that by increasing the production by eyery stimulus of easy culture and cheap transpor- 
tation to market, will increase the quantity raised so as to lower the prices at the places 
of consumption, at least one-third what it is now sold for in the east, and thus be a ben- 
efit of many millions of dollais annually to the consumers in the Eastern States. Per- 
haps the foregoing is enough to secure the full and thorough consideration of the plans 
and estimates I haye submitted for improylng the lifTisconsin riyer. 

■ 

A fwither extract from this report, giving the plans for the 
work and* estimates of the cost, is embodied in the memorial 
at page 18 of this pamphlet. 
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LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR OF MINNESOTA, 

State of Minnibsota, 

ExEctrnvE Dbpabtment, 

Sahtt Paul, Nov. 9, 1868. 

John Lawlbr, Esq., Biairie du Chien : 

Dear Scr :— I bad fully intended to be present at tbe Convention, called to meet at 
Prairie da Cbien to-morrow, *^ to mature meaeuree to impress upon Congress the neces- 
sity of making appropriations for the improvement of the Wisconsin and Fox Kivers,** 
to connect the navigation of the Mississippi with that of the Great Lakes. I greatly 
regret that unexpected duties will prevent my attendin($ the Convention . If I had known 
this sooner, I would have prepared with more care and fullness an expression of my 
views ot the importance of the work proposed by your Convention. As it is (the Con- 
vention meeting to-morrow and the mail to-day closing in a lew minutes), I can only say 
that I most heartily sympathize with the objects of the Convention, and sincerely hope 
that its deliberations will teed to practical results. 

The State of Minnesota has a large interest in the proposed improvement, which 
would open water communication from the MisBissippl, near our southern border, to 
Lake Michigan at Green Bay. By way of indicating the present need of this cheap 
water channel of transportation for the bulky grain products of Minnesota, I wovld 
state that the wheat crcp alone of the State this year, is in round numbers about twenty 
tnUlion IjuehelB. The area of land that produced these twenty million of bushels is 
something less than one mUtion acres. When it is borne In mind that the whole area ot 
Minnesota is about fiftj 'three million acres, it is seen that the product of the present 
year is but a feeble beginning of the productive capacity of the State. 

Every new channel of transportation between the Mississippi and the Great Lakes will, 
be of incalculable benefit to Minnesota. 

Desiring you to present to the Convention my sincere regrets that I am unable to 

attend, 

I am very truly yours, 

WILLIAM R. MARSHALL, 

Governor of Minnesota, 



LETTER FROM THE GOYERNOR OP ILINOIS. 

State or Illinois, * 

ExEcmvB Department, 

Spbinqpield, Nov. 5, 1868. 

Bis Bxcettency^ Lucius Faircbild, Madison^ Wis. : 

Dear Governor : I promptly offer you an apology for not answering your letter oa 
the Sd of October, covering a call for a Convantion to be held at Prairie du Chien, on the 
10th inst. I have been constantly away from the capital since August. Your letter, 
although received by my Private Secretary, could not be laid before me until my return, 
on Tuesday last, but owing to the business and excitement Incident to the election, I did 
not have it called to my attention until to-day. I would of course cheerfully have united 
with you in the call for this Convention. ****** An. 
4 



\ 
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appropriation conld not be made for a better or more deserving object, in a national and 
commercial point of view. • 

I hope jon will excnse any apparent indifference on my part to yonr commnxiicatioiL 
Had I received the same, it would have been promptly answered. « 41 « 

Very truly yours, 

R. J. OGLBSBT. 



LETTER FROM HON. ROSCOE CONKLIN. 

Utica, N. Y., Oct. 29, 1868. 

Mt Dear Sib : Yonr note touching the subject of the proposed Convention at Prairia 
du Chieu, to advance the work of connecting the Lakes and the Mississippi, comes to 
me in the midst of the canvass, and at this moment I cannot write you as fully as I 
would in reply. 

Professional engagements, fixed for the same time, may deprive me of the liberty to 
be present. However this may be, rest assured of the deep and active interest I feel in 
any wise and feasible plan for establibhlng a connection between these great carryiog 
places. 

The West needs, and the whole country needs, a new and vigorous development and 
creation of channels of communication with the Valley of the Mississippi from both 
sides of the continent. Few national oeeds are more pressing, few projects will be 
more profitable ; and wherever I can advance a practicable idea or plan, looking in this 
direction, I shall not be unready to do so. 

In haste, your obedient servant, 

ROSCOE CONKLIN. 
Lewis H. Thomas, Esq. 



LETTER FROM HON. JOHN V. L. PRUYN. 

Albany, Nov. 4, 1868. 

.'Lewis H. Thomas, Esq., 

Cor. Secy.^ <ftc., Dubuque^ lotoa. 

Dear Sib: Your circular (dated Oct. 8d) and letter, were recevied a few days ago. I 
[Should be gratified to attend the proposed Convention, to consider the Wisconsin and 
Fox Bivers Improvement question, but an engagement here at the same time, which I 
cannot control, will prevent me from doing so. 

The work is one of great importance and interest, and I hope it may be aided in every 
xway, and be brought to a successful result at an early day. 

( Yours, with great regard, 

JOHN V. L. PRUYH. 
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> K-NIEOT CONTENTIOK. 

. • ^.ETTER OF EDWIN E. JOH^^ON 

PDLETOWN, CONNBCnCOT. 

rl« MiMl88iPPi With those of Lake Michigan hy 

.,;:'Js do»r.o\n«cU m preparing the way for s«oUacon- 

. .„.^»keB are available for transportation only about two- 
"' tbe ^'"^ ^^^ ^^^ fof the conveyance of passengere, be- 
„oy are »°' ^^^ ^^^j^g the season when they are navigable 
""'° r T™tt for produce and such freight as does not demand a 
'" w few localities where their construction, at the present 
r The route ..om Green Bay to Prairie du Chlen Is one of these^ 
: ^7, already been done. In opening It, the aim should be to 
•",l^u enable the river craft, the boats and barges of the Mls- 
. cu'lf trrTach Green Bay, making there but one transhipment to and 

«*,?*»h navieate the Lakes. 
■ a"t te water, which drain the eastern slope of North A^^eric and 
: V Tnlltte Gulfs of Mexico and 81. Lawrence and Hudson's Bay, «e 
7 >!ources by any elevated chain ol mounUlns, but all proceed from 
\t;,e or plane, the surface of which is only sufllclently varied or dl- 
a good tolna^. " IB also remarkable, that for many ^-f^^,^'^^ 
* tremlty of Lake Erie to the western extremity of Uke Superior, the 
.'u«pl bave their rise very near the lakes. Notwichstandlng, howev- 
™actof the waters of the two systems and comparattve lowness of the 
iTa'f them, there are but two points west of I^ke Michigan where a nav- 
tCn can properly be effected between them. These are the points 
.""wo™ sVrior there are also two points where -o-ectt*^ cjm 
,; Im ^ effected. These points are far above and out of «»«J »' *» 
.Crre^^etltedbythepropo^dW^--^^^ 
manded by the necessities of the country, may m nme rec , , « 

♦ ••*♦** 

,g your Convention success in their labors, 

I am very truly yours, &c., 

lam very w: EDWIN F. JOHNSON, 



:ago, Nov. 7, 1868. 



LETTER FROM THE DUBUQUE DELEGATION. 

.lon.I.FAa»oHiu>,0<».«moro/m«<'»«*»'- „„„,, ^e form of a memorial to 

D.« 8m:_withthtoyouwUlrecelve.~»m-'«^-J^^°™J„^«^^^^ C«i.l 

congress, which we had intended to P""'"^"^*" J:, think it expre.se. the «n«nl- 
Conv«naon,heldatPrririeduClhlenonthelOthinst wotnm 

mou. Tiews Of the people of the Upper Mlsdwlppi Valley, Mid wui m 
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tlon of the whole cotmtry. We do not claim any orlgiBality In the sentfrnents and 
Tiews therein taken, bnt we do most emphatically hold tnatit ezpresfles the wants and 
demande of this whole region of country. In no other way, than by the speedy comple- 
tion of that great national workf can those necessities and demands be met. W e trnst 
you will insert this document in the printed pamphlet of the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion, as expressive of the views ol the people of the Northwest. It may, in some par- 
ticulars, be a repetition of what has alteady been more appropriately said by otliera, but 
still we would request that it may find a place in the proposed pampWet ; also tliat you 
would Insert the accompanying resolntions, whieh we had also intended to preeent for 
the consideration of the Convention. 

Tonrs tntly, 
LEWIS A. THOMAS, T. L. BOAR0MAN, 

WM. WBSTPHAL, WM. ANDREW, 

M. H. MOORE, B. ROUSE, 

B. B. RICHARDS, ' H. S. HETHERINGTON^ 

GEO. W. JONES, J. K, GRAVES, 

GEO. W. SCOTT, R, J. GIBBS, 

T. M. MONROE. 

DuBvqtTi!, Iowa, November 16, 1868. 



RESOLUTIONS OF THE DUBUQUE DELEGATION, 

SUBMITTED AFTER ADJOURNMENT. 

WhtsbeaS', The eicposed and defenceless condition, not only of our lake, but also of 
our entire northern frontier, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific oceans for more 
than four thousand miles, co-terminously with those of a foreign and rival power ; a 
necessity for the removal of the natural barriers to the f^ee and uninterrupted naviga- 
tion between the lakes and the great rivers oi the continent ; the rapidly increasing 
Inland commerce and navigation of these lakes and rivers (amounting, at the present 
time, to nearly two-thirds of the entire tonnaife of the nation), and the unparalleled 
development of the agricultural, mineral, commercial and other resources of the States 
and Territories lying along the Mississippi and its great tributaries, most imperatively 
demand that the gentral government should take immediate steps to open up, at the 
earliest possible period, a water communication from the Atlantic sea-board, by the way 
of the grbat lakes, to the Mississippi river, upon t?ie nearest^ cheapest^ moat eapedUious, 
and moat direct and practiccMt route; and, 

Wherieas, For all that porti3n of the Mississippi Valley lying north of the south 
boundary of Iowa, the route by way of the Wisconsin and Fox rivers to Lake Michigan 
at the head of Green Bay is the only one of any practicable value or importance what- 
ever to that whole region ot country ; therefore, 

Beeolved, That while we would not object to the construction of any, and indeed all,. 
of the great water routes to the Atlantic seaboard, the merits and practicability of which 
are now being canvassed before the American people, our dnty to the great bread-pro- 
ducing States of the Northwest most imperatively demands that we persistently urge 
upon Congress the necessity of an appropriation for the enlargement and permanent 
Improvement of the present navigable route by way of those rivers to Lake Michigan, 
as being pre-eminently practicable, necessary for military and naval defense, and also 
to afford f^ilities tor the safe, cheap and rapid transportation, by the shortest and most 
direct ronte, of the producta of the Nmtbw^it to an Atlantic and European market. 
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Seeelved^ That while we would approve and nrge the most rigid economy in the ad- 
ministration of public affairs, both as a matter of wisdom in the State and justice to the 
industrial interests of the country, we would nevertheless recommend for this measure 
a liberal appropriation from the public treasury, believing that« judicious liberality in 
this direction is true economy; that the food producers of the nation are the most effl- 
cient and successful promoters of the nation^s prosperity strength and material develop- 
ment ; that encouragement and material assistance to them, increase in the area of cul- 
tivation; invitation to foreign immigration; facilities and encouragement for the settle- 
ment of the public domain lying remote from the great sources of ti'ade and travel; 
fostering all great national measures and enterprise, tending to stimulate a healthy and 
vigorous competition in trade and commerce, and lifting from the general indastries of 
the country the burthens and exactions which unrestricted and Belf-regula«.ed monopoly 
would fasten upon them, are the surest means to develop the national resources, strength- 
en the national power and secure the national success. 

Sesolved^ That ''^ cheap transportatiofC^ is an imperative necessity for the entire 
Northwest, and more especially for the Upper Mi6si£8ippi Valley, without which its con- 
tinned development (and consequent prosperity) must, at bo distant period, reach a 
limit beyond which it connot pass. This object can only be attained by a ^^water route" 
to the Lakes. 

Besolved^ That any assistance granted to this enterprise by the General Qovernment, 
in order to insure its faithful and economical application to the purposes intended, 
should be upon certain definite and exact terms and conditions, similar to those con- 
tained in the grant to the Pacific Baikoad. 

BesoHved^ Tlut we would eoiiclt ftom the public press and commercial men through 
the country a fkvorable response to this proposition. 



Several important communications were received after the adjournment. Under the 
call the Convention was restricted in its labors to measures tending to the Improvement 
of the Wisconsin and Fox Rivers. Inasmuch as the Convention had no opportunity to 
waive this restriction, it has been deemed improper to publish any communications de- 
nying or advocating the importance of other water routes. 

To extract from these well considered communications the portions not objectional !e 
nnder the call, would, it is feared, so mutilate them as to make them misrepresent the 
opinions of those putting them forth. It is felt that no extracts from the very able paper 
Accompanying the foregoing resolutions could present the exhaustive argument made by 
the Dabaqne delegation. 



CALL FOR THE RE-ASSEMBLING 



OW THE 



CONVENTION AT PORTAGE CITY 



Water Communication Between the Mississippi und the Lakes — 

Re-Aasemhling of the Convention, 

State of Iowa, 

K xBouTivE Dbpabtmekt, 

Des Moineb, Aug. 14, 1869. 

X 

Notice la hereby given that the ConTention which met at Prairie da Chien in Novem- 
ber last, id, pursuant to its reeolution, called to re-assemble at Portage City, in the State 
of Wisconsin, on Wednesday, the 20th day of October, A. B. 1869, at 12 M. 

The Convenuon will meet for the purposes explained in the original call, of whicb. the 
following IS a copy. 

The Invitation is extended to all. 

The project for conbideration is of the greatest importance. 

BAM'L MEBSILL, President. 

Horace Rublxb, Geoboe Hteb, B. Tompkins, Secretaries. 

(Here follows the original call.) To this call the Governor 
of Wisconsin added the following : 

State of Wisconsht, 

,£zecutive Defabtment, 

Madison, August 18, 1869. 
lo the People pf H^conAn: 

The foregoing notice has been forwarded to me by the Governor of Iowa for publt- 
cation. 

Feeling deeply impressed with the importance of the interests which were considered 

by the Convention held at Prairie du Chien, and being confident that much good maybe 

accomplished by aoother meeting of that budy, I earnestly recommend that the people 

of every Hection of this State take steps to be represented at the re assembling of the 

Convention at Portage City. 

LUCIUS FAIBCHILD. 

PROCEEDINGS OP THE PORTAGE CITY CONVENTION. 

Portage, October 20th, 1869. 

Delegates were met on the cars last evening by a committee, and furnished cards indi- 
cating the hotels or private houses where they would find a welcome. A crowd of spec- 
tators awaited the arrival of the train, and on stepping to the platform, the guests found 
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rows of carria^reB and a nnmber of bright-faced messenger boys ready to obey orden, 
and the excellent City Band to enliven the occasion. The delegates were soon 
gathered in the hotels, and about the cheerfal firesides of the hospitable citizens. 

The succeeding morning of the 20th was bright, but cool. The streets presented a 
lively appearance. The subject of conversation was the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers, and the great free steamboat channel from the Mississippi to the lakes. 
A large number of delegates had come from Oshkosh by steamer up the Fox and through 
the canal.— iSto^tf Journal^ Oct. 22(2. 

The object of making the trip, was to demonstrate the practicability of the route, and 
in that respect, and indeed In every respect, ft was fully successful. The proprietors of 
the line of Fox river steamers, Messrs. Morse & Paige, with their usual liberality, granted 
free tickets to all properly accredited delegates, and provided every convenience for their 
comfort. The Berlin City^ one of the best of river boats, conveyed delegates to Berlin, 
where they were passed over to the E. P. Weston^ a boat of lighter draught, and pro- 
ceeded to Princeton the fir^t night. She took on at Princeton, 240 bbls of apples, about 
4 tons of cheese, and with the delegates, numbering as the boat approached Portage, 
about 80, and with the other passengers and crew numbering about 100 persons, making 
with other freight, an aggregate load of about 30 tons, on a boat not originally built for 
the river trade. With this load, the Weston, with only a few minutes delay, in pass- 
ing the canal, passed from Princeton to Portage City, and to within a few rods of the 
door.il of the Convention.— 0«AJ(;o«A Times, Oct. mh. 

The Coavetion met at noon in the Court House at Portage. 
The large court room was tastefully decorated with evergreens. 
Over the entrance was inscribed the following sentence from 
Governor Merrill's dispatch sent to Governor Fairchild on the 
occasion of his re-nomination as Governor : 

" JVbw/or a free Carnal to the Lakes,"*^ 

On the wall behind the stand were American flags ; ol the 
desk were some boquets, and in front of it was w full-rigged 
miniature war vessel, floating a flag inscribed " The Futwre^^ 
and near it a small birch bark canoe, about two feet long, with 
an evergreen bough in one end, bearing a piece of paper, on 
which was written — " The PasV^ The room was densely filled 
with delegates and spei^tators. 

The prominent persons present were the Governors of Wis- 
consin, Minnesota and Iowa ; Col. C. D. Robinson, Democratic 
candidate for Governor ; Henry Baetz and LI. Breese of the 
Eepublican State ticket ; and John Black and A. G. Cook of 
the Democratic State ticket ; Gen. Warren of the United 
States Engineers ; Gen. Amasa Cobb, Gen. David Atwood, 
Pro£ J. W. Hoyt, Geo. B. Smith, Treasurer Wnu E. Smith, 
Sat Clark, Mayors of Oshkosh, Green Bay and Appleton ; 
Ira B. Brunson, Prairie-du Chien ; M. L. Martin and W. C. K 
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Thomas, Green Bay ; Dr. S. A. Pease, Monteilo ; Father Marco 
and W. H. Doe, Oshkosh ; Dr. M. M. Davis, Appleton ; J. P. 
McGregor and A. J. Turner, Portage ; C. C. Eemington, Sauk ; 
G:en. La Due, Minnesota ; Hiram Barney, New York ; J. A. 
Elliot and W. I. Gilchrist, McGregor ; Dr. A. S. McDill, Mad- 
ison ; Hon. W. W. Field, Boscobel ; Hon. W. J. Abrams, 
Green Bay; George Hyer, Oshkosh; Hon. M. H. Sessions, 
Waupaca ; Hon. G. W. Hazelton, Columbus, Hon. George D. 
Waring, Green Lake Co.; Hon. Gilbert L. Park, Stevens 
Point 

Among the newspapers represented, were the Chicago Post 
and TimeSj the Evening Wisconsin^ the Sentinel^ La Crosse 
Leader^ State Journal, Berlin Oourant^ Oshkosh TlmeSy Oshkosh 
Northwestern^ Oshkosh Journal^ Princeton Republic, Mauston 
/SW, and others along the Fox and Wisconsin Eivers. 



OFFICIAL EEPOKT OF THE CONVENTION. 

In response to a call, issued by Gov. Merrill, of Iowa, 
President of the River Improvement Convention held at 
Prairie du Chien November 10, 1868, the convention re- 
assembled at Portage City on Wednesday, October 20, 1869, 
and was called to order by its President, who stated, on taking 
the chair, that his duties as presiding officer expired with the 
assembling of the convention, and asked of delegates their 
further pleasure. 

On motion of George Hyer, of Winnebago, Gen. David At- 
wood, of Dane, was made temporary chairman of the con- 
vention. 

On taking the chair he addressed the convention as follows: 

Gkntlbxbn oi* THB CoNYBNTioN: It takes me entirely by surprise to be called npou 
to preside temporarily over this very important convention. I rejoice to meet so many 
friends at this time, assembled for the purpose of devising means for accomplishing 
the great work of improving the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, so as to admit of a free navi- 
gation by steam between the Lakes and Mississippi Kiver. The deteimination evinced 
on the countenances of the energetic men of this Convention gives ample reason to be 
lleve that this Improvement will be a success. It is right, and must prevail. It was 
my pleasure to be present at the Convention at Prairie du Chien last fall. We thought 
that a grand affldr, and it was. The great work was there foirly commenced. The ball 
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was put in motion, and it has increased as it has rolled on ; and this conTention gives 
conclnslye proof that it will continae to roll on, increasing rapidly as it moves, ontil the 
Immense object for which it was started shall have been acbieved. 

At the convention last fall I felt that this Improvement question was the great qnes* 
tion of the day for the people of the Northwest. Since that time I have personally vis- 
ited most of the route from the river to the Lakes, with a view to a critical examination 
of it, and I can assure you that it has doubled my anxiety for the completion of the 
work. Its importance to the people of the three great States most directly interested — 
Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin— cannot be over estimated ; and I assure you that the 
great State of New York, which, I am happy to know, is represented here to day, as well 
as other States, especially New England, will be largely benefited by this Improvement. 
Let us work on with energy, and we must and will succeed. 

But I will not detain the convention with further remarks. Thanking you, gentlemen, 
for the honor you have done me, I enter upon the business of the convention. 

On motion of Satterlee Clark, of Dodge, George Hyer was 
made Secretary pro tern, of tlie convention. 

S. A. Pease, of Marquette, moved the appointment of a 
committee on credentials. Adopted. 

The chair appointed as such committee tlie following named 
gentlemen : 

S. A. Pease, of Marquette, M. H. Davis, of Outagamie. 

William H. Doe, of Winnebago, and 

Satterlee Clark, cf Dodge, moved the appointment of a 
committee of five on permanent organization, of which com- 
mittee L. Fairchild, of Wisconsin, shall be chairman. Adopted. 

The chairman appointed, as such committee : \ > 

Gcv. L. Falrchlld, of Wisconsin ; W. W. Field, of Wisconsin ; 

Anton Klaus, of Wisconsin ; W. I. Gilchrist, of Iowa ; 

W. G. LeDuc, of Minnesota. 

W. E. Smith, of Dodge, moved the appointment of a com- 
mitte of thirteen, on Eesolutions, of which committee, C. D. 
Eobinson, of Brown, shall be chairman. Adopted. 

The chairman appointed the following named gentlemen 
as such committe : 

Charles D. Bobinson, of Wis. ; Wm. E. Smith, of Madison, Wis.; 

Hiram Barney of New York ; M. H. Sessions, of Waupaca, Wis.; 

Daniel Needham, of Massachusetts ; Gilbert L. Park, of Stevens Point, WIfl.; 

J. A. Elliot, of Iowa ; W. P. Flanders, of Milwaukee, Wis ; 

W. G. LeDuc. of Minnesota ; Ira B. Branson, of Prairie du Chien, Wis.; 

Geo. B. Smith, of Madison, Wis.; J. P. McGregor, of Portage City, Wis.; 

W. O. E. Thomas, of Green Bay, Wis. 

On motion, the convention then took a recess until 2 o^clock, 
P.M. 
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At 2 o'clock, P. M., Prest At wood called the convention to 
order, and read the following letters, communications and 
dispatches addressed to the convention : 

FROM GOV. HOFFMAN, OF NEW YORK. 

Statb of New Yobk, • 

ExECTUiYB Chamber, 

Albant, Oct. 14, 1869. 

DeabSib: Since writing my letter to you of the 12th, Inst., I have determined to 
offer opportanities as delegates to the convention at Portage City, on the 20th Inst., to 
the following gentlemen. They are all men of pnhlic epirit, and I am in hopes that the 
larger portion, if not all of the delegation, will attend. The names are : fliram Barney, 
J. D. Sawyer, Israel T. Hatch, Robert T. Minturn and Charles H. Marshall. 

Very trnly yours, 

JOHN T. HOFFMAN. 

Governor of New Tori. 
'His Excellency, Samuel Mebbill, 

Governor of Iowa, 

FROM GOV. PALMER, OF ILLINOIS. 

State of Illinois, 

Sxecutive Dbpabtmbnt, 

Spbinofield. Oct. 16, ldd9. 

Gov, Samuel Mebbill, President Convention at B^rtage: 

SiB—I am directed by His Excellency, Gtoveraor Palmer, to express his regrets that a 
previous engagement to attend the '■ Capital Convention,^* to be held at St. Louis on 
the gamo day as your convention at Portage, will prevent his being present. 

Your obedient se'vart, 

E. B. HARLAN, 

Private Secretary, 

FROM ISRAEL T. HATCH. 

Buffalo, N. Y, Oct 16, 1889. 

To the President of the Convention at Portage^ We.^ to consider what action shovld be 
taken for improving the navigation of the Fox and Wtsconsln Rivers: 

SiB— I received a commission from the Honorable John T. Hoffman, Governor of this 
State, appointing me a delegate to your Convention. It was accompanied by a private 
letter urging upon me the importance to the people at large of the convention and its 
object— the perfecting of *^ continuous water communication" from the Mississippi to 
the commercial metropolis. I regret my disability to comply with the earnest wishes 
he thus expressed, for he is full of the enthusiasm and the spirit of this progressive age. 
I have no authority to express his views, but infer from the &ct he has selected dele- 
gates solely tram the two great cities of this State— one on the great lal^es and the other 
on the Atlantic Ocean— as well as from the well known character of the delegates them- 
selves, including myself, whose views for many years have been so distinctly pro- 
nounced in favor of free commerce between and through the various States that he will 
not bo found behind our illustrious and earliest statesmen in sustaining the broad 
national policy of improving and enlarg^g our canals, so as to make them, in no dis- 
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tant time, a free channel-way to the people of all the States for the internal trade of the 
whole country. 

I also regiet my absence on my own account, for, as a citizen of the State of New 
York, I have long appreciated her relations with the West, and have for many years 
regarded the object of your convention as of the greatest moment. If " promotion of 
public welfare" as announced in our Federal Constitution is not a myth, and is more 
than a mere promise to the ear, then no other public expenditure can be more Justifiably 
required for completing the water-route from the Atlantic through the Hudson and the 
great lak<)s and the Fox and Wiscocsin Rivers to the Mississippi, with future exten- 
sion to the Pacific. Such an ouilay is Justified by every wise principle in political and 
national economy, and should be exempted from the odium generally attached to ap' 
propriations for internal improvements. 

It has been demonstrated that under the present prices of transportation by rail and 
the imperfectly developed condition of our water routes, we cannot successfully com- 
pete with our breadstuff's in Europe ; that we are now suffering for want of a market, 
and that the only method of transportation that can give us relief is an improvement of 
the water route from New York to the Mississippi. Railway companies constantly com- 
bine to n^ake transportation dear, while the agricultural, commercial and shipping 
interests alike demand that it shall be made cheap, and unless this object is gained, the 
growth and prosperity must be retarded. 

Neither iu the Northwest or elsewhere have I noticed the assemblage of any railway 
convention to cheapen freight— if railway managers have held one It has escaped my 
attention, but they are constantly holding conventions to make freight dear, especiallx^_^ 
after our water communications are closed by ice. The only assemblage 1 recollect to | 
have been ostensibly called by the people was held the other day at Oswego, on the I 
borders of our State, but the object there discussed was not to make freight cheaper, { 
but to construct a trans-continental shun-piko against the city and State of New York^ 
and having one sea-port at Portland the other in Alaska. 

I desire to say that I fully sympathize with the objects of your convention, especially 
m connection with the recent announcement of the Messers. Baring, that Burope would 
annually take from us 600,000,000 bushels of grain, at such prices as would be remunera- 
tive to us if we are true to ourselves and develop the proposed means of inland water 

communication. 

ISRAEL T. HATCH. 

FROM HON. O. H. WALDO. 

Milwaukee, Oct. 19, 1869. 

2b the President qfthe Fox and WUconsin JSivera Improvement Convention al Portage: 

Sib— I am greatly disappointed at being unexpectedly deprived, at the last moment, 
of the pleasure of attending the convention at Portage to be held to-morrow, as a dele- 
gate from the Chamber of Commerce of this city. I deem it difficult to overestimate 
the importance to the whole State of a great highway by water to be opened through the 
State from the Mississippi to Lake Michigan. I fully believe that such a highway will be 
opened, along some line, at no very distant day. More ample and cheap means of trans- 
portation are daily becoming the obvious necessity of the wide and Just opening agri- 
cultural region west of the great leakes. How to bring toarether the products of this 
vast region, and the hands and mouths of those who are to consume them, is the great 
problem to be soved for the rising central States of the continent. 

But the opening of such a highway by water is not only of great national importanoBt 
but its location will be of great concern to the State thiough which it shall run. New 
York wisely and early foresaw the importance of turning the tide of commerce from the 
great inland lakes to the ocean through her territory ; and, mainly by that wise forecast, 
she haa made herself the ** empire State" in wealth and power. DeWitt Clinton is im- 
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mortal ai the projector of the Erte canal ; and, now, for many years, that artificial 
stream— richer than the Nile— has nonrlshed many cities, while its brimming ^wealth 
has overflown its hanks to enrich the whole State. Many have Imitated New York, but 
noce have overtaken her, since she first took that great step. 

As lit hath been, so it shall be hereafter. That State throngh which the stream of 
commerce shall flow from the great river to the great lakes, and thence onward to the 
ocean, will derive, from that source, advantages which we cannot now estimate. 

If it is as plainly practicable a thing as the reports of surveyors would seem to show, 

the work should be undertaken by the government at Washington at once, as a matter 

of great national concern. And, to that end, the voice of the people of the north-west 

should go up in unceasing and earnest demand. I expect much for public opinion from 

your dellDerations. 

Yours, very truly, 

O. H. WALDO. 

FROM. HON. T. O. HOWE. 

Gbeen Bay, October 16, 1869. 
Hon. Samuel Mebbill: 

Dbab Sib— I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 9th, inviting me to 
attend the convention called to meet at Poitage, in thia State, on the 20th mst., '' for the 
purpose of maturing measures to impress upon Congress the necessity of making imme- 
diate and sufficient appropriations to secure the improvement of the navigation of the 
Vox. and Wisconsin Rlvers.^^ 

In reply, I have to say, that my engagements during the coming week absolutely pre- 
clude my compliance with the invitation. 

I regret this the less because I do not now seek an opportunity to make known my 
friendship for this great enterprise. 

To the extent of my ability I have been its advocate for nearly a quarter of a century. 
I am no less confident of the importance of the work, and no less assured of its final tri- 
umph, to-day, than I was when I first engaged in its advocacy. This channel between 
the Lakes and Mississippi is as sure to be opened as time is ^o endure. What destiny 
decrees may be delerred, but cannot be defeated. 

The question for us to consider is how long we shall make tae commerce of the Re- 
public wait for it. We may, if we choose, deny the use of this great work to this gener- 
ation, but we cannot deprive posterity of it. Posterity will have it. 

If one would form a conception of what that channel will be worth to that vast coun- 
try between the ^ '''tslssippi and the Mountains, let hici consider for a moment what the 
Erie Canal has dou. ad is doing for the country less extensive and less productive be- 
tween Lake Erie and the MississippL 

His idea then will be a very inadequate one, unless he can estimate the difi'erence be- 
tween steam and horses as a motive power. 

Earnestly hoping that the deliberations of the convention may be attended by the best 

results, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. O. HOWE. 

FROM GEN. G. K. WARREN. 

Postage, Wis., October 90, 1809. 

Tb the Ckaktman <^ the Ifavigation CofwerUion^ Portage^ Wie.t 

Deab Sib— It seems called upon for '"^i'to make to you some statement of the condi- 
tion of the Wisconsin River Improvement, under my charge, taken fh>m the official 
reporta akeady published. 
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Ton are aware that an examination of the river was hurriedly made by my Assistant, 
Major Scter, of the U. S. Engineers, in 1866, nnder a rosolhlion of Congress, which ex- 
amination was reported and published. This examination developed the necessity for a 
thoroQgh survey of the river, which was done in 1867. In the spring of 1808, 1 recom- 
mended to Congress to appropriate 160,000 to be applied to the construction of dams and 
Jetties, but the appropriation failed in the Senate. 

In 1868 I submitted a report to the Chief of Engineers, published with the documents 
accompanying the President's annual message, in which I estimated for an improvement 
in the river bed by means of dams and jetties, designed to seoure a navigable depth of 
from 2H to 3 feet at low water, at a cost of $500,000. This is the limit, in my judgment, 
of the capacity of the river itself for improvement. To do more, we must resort to a 
canal in whole or pari along the river valley, using the river as a feeder. I think that a 
canal giving lour feet depth at low water is deep enough for commercial purposes, as 
tais is as great depth as tbe MisslsBippl river will furnigh at low stage. The canal should 
be wide enough to allow boats to pass and the sides protected to permit the use of 
steam. Locks 160 feet long and 35 feet wide are large enough. My estimate for such 
a canal was about ^,000,000. 

This subject of improving navigation at reasonable expense is a very difficult one, and 
my estimate was necessarily of a general character. An exact plan can only be made by 
special survey after the desired object and ceans applicable have been decided upon. 

In 1867, Congress appropriated $40,000 for building and operating a dredge and snag 
boat. This showed the willingness of Congress to aid navigation even to this limited 
extent. But in the original act directing the examination, this same Congress contem- 
plated an improvement suitable for the naval as well as commercial vessels of the 
United States. The engineering question was thus given the widest range. I have not 
felt it my province to decide what should be adopted, and I have endeavored to get the 
facts and present them to Congress so as to have the question decided there. 

Fortunately, the unexampled facilities presented by the general line from Green Bay 
to the Miseissippi river, of having a feeder like the Wisconsin river, difcharging firom 
2,000 to 3,000 cubic feet of water per second at the summit level, makes it practicable to 
construct a canal of any capacity. 

The removal of the snags and leaning trees has been confined to the portion of the 
Wisconsin Riuer between Portage and Sauk City. Below that the seven bridges so 
obstruct the stream that navigation is at present impracticable, and they must be rebuilt 
before anything efl'ectual can be done. 

The re-construction of these bridges should be made, and the snags removed even if 
the canal should be built, both to aid in building the canal and to allow of that natural 
navigation belonging to the river and to the people living along it. 

Yours respectfully, ^^ ^f. 

Q. E. WARBEN. 

FROM HON. J. K. DOOLITTLB. 

RAonni, Wis., Oct. 1869. 
7b th« Bon. Samuel Mkrbill, President^ etc.: 

Dear Sir :— I have always looked upon the Improvement of the navigation of the Pox 
and Wisconsin rivers as a thing of great importance to the states west of Lake Michi- 
gan. I believe it can be made with an expenditure not exceeding $2,600,000, and that 
by the joint co-operation of certain states, or by the action of the federal government, 
the thing could be accomplished. 

I regret that I shall not be able to attend the convention to be held at Portage on 

the SOth inst. 

Toun respectfully, 

* ^^ J. R. DOOLITTLB. 
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FROM HON. G. A. FINKELNBURG. 

St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 16th, 1869. 
Gov. Samuel Mbbbill, 

Deab Sib :— Yonr kind Invitation to be present at the convention to be held at Port- 
age, on the 20th inet., has been received. As the National Capitol convention meets in 
this city on the same day, I cannot well leave. I de«ire to f^ay to yon, however, tbat I 
take much interest in the objects of yonr convention. Perhaps there has been a little 
too mnch concentration of onr country's strength and resources upon railroads, to the 
neglect of the great natural channels cf transportation. I am glad to see that thjre 
is a revival going on, and that our water routex are once more receiving the attention 
which they deserve. They are the only check we have to counteract monopolies in 
railroad carrying businuss. They are the friend of the producer and consumer, and 
my services jhall always be ready to aid in the improvement and development oi' 

cheap water transportation. 

I am, very respectfully. Your obH servant, 

G. A. PINKELNBURQ. 
FROM HON. WM. LOUGHRIDGE. 
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OsKALoosA, Iowa, Oct.. 14, 1869. 

Hon. Samuel Mebbill, President qf the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers Improvement con- 
vention : 

MtDeab Sib— I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 9th, ult., inviting me to attend the adjourned meeting of the convention at Portag^e, 
Wisconsin, on the 20th inst. I regret to say that circumstances out of my power to con- 
trol will deprive me of the pleasure of attending in compliance with yom invitation. I 
feel deep interest in the object of the convention. 

There is really no question connected with the trade and commerce of the country, of 
such direct importance to the people of the Northwest as this question of cheap freights, 
and y3t no one which has been more neglected by the people and by their legislatora. 
A few lines of railroad have the monopoly of the carrying trade of the west ; substan- 
tially without competition they fix thetr own rates, and thus hold in their hands the 
power to oppress the labor of the country and extort from tfae people ; and no one will 
claim that they never exercise this power. There is no disputing the fact that as a gen- 
eral rule the rates of freight are unjust and extortionate, and bear heavily upon the pro- 
duce r. 

There must be some remedy, by su£9cient competion or otherwise. It is not to be 
endured that the toiling millions of the Northwest shall thus be at the mercy of a few 
railroad corporations, and compelled to pay unreasonable tribute to the wealth and 
capital of the East. And to the furnishing of this remedy the government should lend 
a helping hand, and in so domg it would be enhancing the general prosperity and pro- 

oting the general good. 

The freightage of the Northwest is already immense, and is increasing more rapidly 
than the means of transportation. In this congressional district, for instance— which a 
few years since was the hunting ground of the Indian— there was produced last year 
aboutl8,000,000bnf!helsofcom, and we can have some idea of the bulk of this crop 
when we reflect that if it were loaded in wagons, thirty bushels in each, and allowing 
two rods in distance for each, the wagons would make a continuous line from New York 
to San Francisco. 

We scarcely have a true conception of the boundless resources and the agricultural 
wealth of the country, and of the Importance and magnitude of this question of cheap 
freights. 
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I will observe with interest tlie proceedings of the Convention, and hope that it may 
he able to demonstrate to the conntry that the Improvement of the navigation of the 
Fox and Wisconein rivers, as proposed, is not only practicable, but is a work of snffl- ' 
cient importance to jnstlfy the Federal Government in extending ltd assistance; In 
which case no one will be more ready than I to extend that assistance to snch extent as 
it can be done consistently, taking into view the financial condition of the conntry and 
the Joat claims of other sections. 

I am, sir, yours, most respectfully, 

Wm. LOUQHRIDGE. 

LETTER FROM HON. A. M. THOMSON. 

Painbsvillb, Ohio, October 18,, 1869. 
Hon. Geobob Hyer: 

Deab Sib— Being absent from Wisconsin, I shall be deprived of the privilege of at- 
tendmg the Improvement Convention which assembles at Portage, on the SOth inst.; 
but I cannot allow an event so important to the commercial interests of the State to 
transpire without sending a word of encouragement and support to those wao are active 
participants in it. I therefore request you to assure the convention of the earnest sym- 
pathy which I entertain for its objects, and I trust that its deliberations may be all that 
the most sanguine friends of the great enterprise can reasonably desire or expect. A 
single glance at the map of our noble State convinces any one of the great natural ad- 
vantages which have been bestowed upon us in the way of water inter-communication. 
With one of the great Lakes washing our eastern boundary and the grandest river in the 
world tracing our western limit— neither needing anything to make them navigable — 
with the Pox and the Wisconsin ready to bind the two in commercial unity, I tiust the 
bans may not be forbidden but that the marriage may soon take place. 

The universal tendency everywhere to consolidate all the ihterests in the carrying 
business, thernby creating monopolies, whose greed Is as insatiable as the soul of avarice 
Itself, is presenting a new problem in social science, if indeed it is not soon to present a 
new question, and an important one in our politics— makes the improvement of every 
mile of river navigation in the west, that is at all susceptible of it, an absolute necessity. 
Neither is it reasonable to suppose that there need be any antagonism between the rail- 
roads and water communication, especially in the rapidly increasing west. Both are 
indispensably necessary to the proper development of the country, and each may be made 
to contribute to the success of the other, so that neither private nor corporate jealously 
should be allowed to disturb the deliberations of your convention, or to retard for a sin- 
gle day, the great improvement that you are called together to consider. 

The locality for which I speak, in this unoflBlcial way, has a deep interest in the con- 
summation of your improvement, because the people in the valley of the Rock entertain 
the hope that river navigation and river improvement are not to beconflned to the Fox 
and Wisconsin. 

The Government survey of the Rock, made in the summer of 1865, by Col. Worral, has 
practically demonstrated the feasibility of canal and slack water navigation from Rock 
Island to Fond du Lac, two hundred and eighty miles, through a country unexcelled in 
beauty and fertility by any in the world, and at an expense that is quite reasonable in 
view of the great importance of the work. Our long cherished wishes, in this respect, 
befng somewhat contingeLt upon the success of the important enterprise your conven- 
tion is called more especially to consider, the people of the Rock River Valley send yon 
the most cordial greeting, and wish you a hearty God speed in your great undertaking. 

Yours very truly, 

A. M. THOMSON. 
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LETTER FROM HON. 0. CROSWELL. 

Chicago, October 15, 1889. 
To the Hon. John Qraham, Mayor of Portagt : 

Bkab Sib: Yonr kind and complimentary letter of tbe 7th inet., in behalf of yoiir- 
eelf and the Committee of Arrangements, inviting me to participate in the deliberations 
of the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers Improvement Convention, did not receive earlier at- 
tention for the reason that I anticipated being with yon again before the time appointed. 
Bat other pressing engagements will most liicely deprive me of the pleasure of meeting 
yon on the 20th. I heartily tbank yon and the committee for remembering me, es- 
pecially on sQch an occasion, and I tmst that the friends of the Improvement will 
promptly adopt snch me^tsares as will lead to the speedy completion of the work. 

From the time that I bjcame thoroughly acquainted with the Improvement, conse 
quent upon n.y connection with the Board of Public Works as its presiding officer and 
acting Commlt>sioner, I have never entertained a doubt as to the practicability of the un- 
dertaking : and it has been a matter of great surprise to me, after an absence from the 
State of seventeen years, to return and find the Improvement incomplete, much of the 
work at the locks and dams going to decay, and any attempt at improving the naviga- 
tion of the Wisconsin river still deferred. I am happy to find, however, that there is no 
want of confidence among any portion of the population of the State^that the nee 
already made of it by those doing business alon^* the line of the Fox, even in its present 
baif-completed condition, has made it more popular than ever— that the people of west- 
ern Illinois, northern Missouri, Iowa and Minnesota are beginning to feel nearly as deep 
an interest in its success as those of Wisconsin. 

As a channel of communication between the far west and the east, for the transporta- 
tion of grain, metals and goods that require a cheaper rate of freight charges than rail- 
roaa companies can afford, this Improvement must soon become a real necessity. The 
states of Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin, grain growing states, with a population but 
little short of 3,000,000, directly interested in this improvement, of itself would seem to 
afiford sufficient incentive for the active intervention of the general government. But 
If we look beyond our own immediate vicinity, and take into consideration the inter- 
ests involved in this subject at the east, blended with, and only second to those of the 
west, in the receipt and transportation of freights and merchandise, the capital invested 
lea. their purchase and sale, and the addional reflection that with the present facilities 
for travel and exploration in search of the precioua metals, which is now fast develop- 
ing the resources of the' west and opening up the country to settlement, and the abso- 
lute certainty that in a very few years more, perhaps before the thoroughfare is ready 
for the business that will naturally seek it, the population oi the states enumerated wiU 
be doubled, backed up by vast communities and interests now springing into lile In the 
adjoining territories that will use this Improvement as th% cheapest and most direct 
water commuLication with the east— with such considerations presenting themselves, 
It is strange, very strange, that sufficient attention cannot be attracted to it, to secure 
an appropriation to bring the whole line into operation. 

It is the duty of the general government, under the constitution, to provide, so for as 
tbe navigation of rivers is concerned, for their improvement, the removal of obstruc- 
tions, &c., to make them conducive to the wants of the people. And trom the appropri- 
ations already made for surveys and improvomentn on the Fox and Wisconsin, and the 
work successfully carried on in consequence of those appropriations on the first named 
stream, 1 think it cannot be denied that it lias been recognised as a national work. It 
lias very seldom if ever happened, except, possibly in this instaiice, that the government 
has left a work of such acknowledged utility, and affecting the aommercial interests of 
so large a section of the Union, half completed. Let us hope that at the approaching 
session of Congress, it will receive the attention which its great Importance merits. 
It appears from the plan of the Improvement recommended by Gen. Warren, and 
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which, I believe, is very generally acqaiesced in, that the Wisconsin River, from the 
Portage to its janction with the Mississippi, 118 miles, mnst he improved by canal and 
locks so as to afford a depth of five feet of water, with locks 160x85 feet, at a total cost of 
$4,164,270. Nothing more, I would here remark, as I am informed, is asked of the gov- 
ernment for the improvement of the Fox— the Company having that stream in charge 
propose to improve it at their own expense, in sach manner (depth of water, &c.,) as to 
correspond with the work to be done on the Wisconsin. This plan of General Warren, 
though involving considerably more expense than that of wing dams, which I had the 
honor of proposing to the Legislature of the State twenty years ago, is undoubtedly 
preferable. It is possible that wing dams, however well they may prove on water courses 
in Europe, where the soil may be different, might not answer the purpose on a stream 
containing such quantities of moving cand as is met with on the Wisconsin, and on this 
account prevent the maintainance of a fixed and uniform depth of water. Now, if we 
take into consideration the feasibility of the work— the email amount of its estimated 
cost in comparison with other works of similar character— the length to be kept in repair, 
but 118 miles— the wide expanse of country, the products of which will be drained into 
this channel to find a market— the certainty tha*> the tolls will meet the entire expense 
when the whole line is ready, in less than half the time consumed in bringing the Fox 
to its present navigable state, I am only astonished that I find the people at the present 
time importuning Congress for an appropriation instead of enjoying the benefits of the 
T?ork completed. 

From time to time internal Improvements ol great magnitude, and of less importance 
in a commercial point of view, than the one we are now considering, have beed pro. 
jected and finished, aided by the general government, involving an expenditure of many 
millions of dollars, and I have yet to learn that any one seriously questions the pro- 
priety of such action on the part of the government. The water communication formed 
by uniting the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, as I have belore intimated, has always been 
regarded as a national highway, and Congress has exerclssd a control over it as such 
making appropriations to perfect U and bring it into use. So far as the Fox branch of 
the Improvement is concerned, if the enterprise would warrant the outlay (it is believed 
an amount not to exceed $8,000,000), there are no natural obstacles to prevent securing 
depth of water sufficient to allow the loading of vessels at Portage and discharging their 
cargoes in Liverpool. 

The use of the Improvement for military as well as commercial purposes, has always 
been dwelt upon as often as the sutject of improving the navigation has come up for 
consideration. Upon this branch of the subject, among competent engineers there 
does not appear to be any diversity of opinion. The securing of a uniform depth of 
navigable water during seven or eight months of the year in the Wisconsm, accord- 
ing to the plan now proposed, cannot, I think, be questioned. This will allow the 
passage of gun boats of light draft (such as would be the most serviceable to the 
lakes) from the Atlantic to the Mississippi whenever their presence would be required, 
and save the expense to the government of maintaining two distinct naval armaments. 
That such armament will soon be required in that quarter, either for offensive or defen- 
sive operations, is quite possible. It is more likely to be in that direction than any 
other that the first blow will be struck should the Alabama question come to any other 
than a peaceable settlement. 

Believing that the ''good time coming" for the friends of the Improvement for 
which they have waited so long, Is near at hand, and trusting that commercial wealth 
and prosperity will be the result of the deliberations of the Convention. 

I have th« honox to remain, gentlemen, 

Tour obedient servant, 

C. ORGS WELL. 



66 WISCONSIN AND POX RIVERS 



FROM GEN. W. J. LA. DUG. 

Hastuios, MiniL, Oct 19, 1809. 

7o Mi Buacelleneyy Sakuzl Mkruhj., Cfovemor of Iowa : 

Mt Deab Sib— ^Yonr kind invitation was received last night, bnt after I l&ad made 

arrangemenis to go this morning to the western part of the state. I am, therefore com. 

pelied to deny myself the privilege of meeting with yonrself and other true friends 

to western progress and prosperity. For which, this movement toward water commoiii- 

cation in which yen are engaged Is tlie most important for the interests of Minneeota 

and Iowa that can possibly be imdertaken. Ton have my most hearty sympathy and best 

wishes for yoor prosperity. 

In liaste reepectfhlly, 

Tonr obedient servant, 

WM. J.L^I>UC. 

FROM M. G. MARSILLIOTT. 

United States Steaxeb Dxiawabb, 

Mobile Bat, Oct. 11, 1889. 

Eon, Lucius Faibchild, Governor of Witcon^/n^ MadiBon^ Wis, : 

Deab Sib : Please commanicate my regrets at not being able to meet with yon In 

convention at Portage, the 90th inst. May God grant that yoor deliberations may be 

prodnctive of mach good for the farther development of oar rich, beantifal, and mach 

favored Northwestern States, is the prayer of yoar well-wishing friend and humble 

serfant. 

M. G. MARSILLIOTT, 

Engineer United States Revenne Cntter Seryice. 

[Telegraphic Dispatchea.] 
FROM HON. GEO. F. WHEELER. 

Bbakdon, Wis., Oct 19, 18G0. 
Hon. A. J. Tubneb: 

Iretrret exceedingly that I am prevented by sickness from being present at the Im- 
provement Convention on the 20th. I trust that the convention wUl be sufficiently large 
and enthusiastic to convince our National Congress that the people of Wisconsin and 
the Northwest have an abiding faith in the feasibility of this great enterprise, and re- 
spectfully but earnestly ask at its hands such material aid as shall insure its early com- 

, pletlon. 

GEO. F. WHEELBR. 

FROM HON. T. 0. POUND. 

New Yobk, Oct. SO, 1869. 
To A. J. Tubneb : 

Unavoidably detaiued from your convention. Its objects have my heartiest sympathy . 

THAD. C. POUND. 

FROM W. J. GILES. 

Columbus, Oct. SO, 1809. 
To. Got. Mebbilt. : 

McGregor delegation wlU be on by three thirty (8.80) this P. M. 

WM. J. GILES, 

FreMmiA. 
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FROM H. M. WHITNEY. 

^ ^ ■ ^ Gbbiw Bat, Oct jW, 1109. 

To Got. Mibbill: 

Regret that I am sot wltli 70m la perton. Z am in spirit. 

H. M. WHITNEY. 

Gov. Fairchild, from the committee on organization reported 
the following list as permanent officers of the Convention : 

PresiderU-^ov. SAMUEL MERRILL, of Iowa. 

Vice PreHd&ntf—Uioy. W. R. Marshall, W. J. La Das, L. F. flub bard, C. H. Berry aad 
M. L. WilldnsoD, of Minnesota ; W. D. Allison, B. B. Richards, L. A. ThonKs, W. I. Gil- 
christ, Gen. Tnttle and H. M. HowelL, of Iowa ; Hiram Barney, James Baell, Daniel 
Beach, Israel T. Hatch and 9. D. Sawyer^ of New York; Daniel Needham, of Massacha- 
•setts; O. H. Waldo, M. L. Martin, Amaaa Cobb, Satterlee Clark, J. W. Hoyt, W. D. 
Dntcher, John Graham, George N. Richmond, Joseph H. Porter, D. McBrlae, J. D. 
Waring and F. M. Stewart, of Wisconsin. 

8ecretaHet—<ie9Tge Hyer, A. J. Tnmer, J. O. CaWer, i. K. Proadflt, G. W. Limbocker 
<uid D. B, Priett, of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Robinson, of Brown, moved that the report be so 
amended as to include the name of Gov. L. Fairchild, as a 
Vice President, which amendment was concurred in, and the 
report adopted- 

On motion, the chair appointed Governors Fairchild and 
Marshall a committee to wait on Gov. Merrill, President elect, 
and escort him to the chair. 

Governor Merrill, in taking the chair, addressed the Con- 
vention as follows : 

QenUemen, qf the Oowoentioni 

In accordance with a resolution of the oonvention which met at Prairie dn Chlea on 
the 10th day of November last, to conler on the important sabject of water commnnica- 
tlon between the Mississippi and Lake Michigan, it became my duty, as president of 
that body, to agaia call together Ici members in council, in order that they might adopt 
such Just and energetic measmree as should bring about the great results in which all are 
•0 deeply interested. With the performance of that trust, I expected my duties as presi- 
dent of this cooTention would cease, and aaotiier would be called to the chair who 
would more ably senre you. But, ae yon have determined otherwise, I submit, thanking 
you most heartily for the honor you have again conferred upon me, and promisin^c re- 
newed earnestness for the work. 

The near approach of the long session of Congress makes it essential that strenuoua 
eflTorta should be put forth for arousing and directing public sentiment in support of thia 
great and important measure. Of all projects of positive and progressive legislation 
which wlil attract the attention of the National legislature during its coming session, 
none will surpaaa this in the magnitude of the interests involved, nor in lie importance 
to the conunerclal prosperity of the great northwest and the whole country. Water 
transportation, notwithstanding the wonderful increaae of railroad Ciicilities, seems yet 
to be the fiiTorite mode of moving the heavy products of the land. Thia is evident from 
the flict that the larger portion of the heavy prodncte of the northwest are still conveyed 
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from the lake ports to and from the eaet by water routes. A few statistics Will aid in pre^ 

sen ting the matter : 

The State of Iowa alone has raised the present year upwards of twenty million 'bush' 
els of wheat. Of this crop more than one half, say 60 per cent., goes to the seaboardf 
hy way of Chicago and Milwaukee^ reaching those ports now by rail at an average cost, 
from the primary shipping poiat on the riverf of upwards of 80 cents per bushel, amount^ 
ing to the sum of ^2,400,000 ; while the cost by the proposed eanal eonld not ezceod one^ 
third of this amount, making a saving to the producer and consumer of $1<000,000 per 
auTium in the Item of wheat alone-^and that for a single State. Add to this the saying 
upon the wheat crop of Minnesota and Wisconsin, or that portion of it which may be 
tributary to this route, auMunting to a yearly saving of at least f 1,000,000 more; and the 
aggregate of saving for the three States, upon wheat alone, will amount to $8,200,000 an- 
nually. And if to this you add the saving upon the corn crop of the three States, their 
beef and their pork, amounting to nearly or qnite $8,000,000 more ; and to this also yoo 
may add the western freight on lumber, merchandise, the iron of Lake Superior, &c., 
and you will aggregate a total of savings approximating to, if not exceeding, $12,000,000 
per annum, with an ever-increabing balance on the side of economy. 

In order to effect this saving, it is not important that these fireights should all be car* 
ried by water. With the water routes opened, the freights carried by rail will go at 
approximate water rates. 

These statements are sulstantially confirmed by a recent report prepared for Congress 
in reference to the Kanawha river route. According to that report, I find that during 
the year ending March 81st, 1867, there was shipped across that part of the State of Uli' 
nois lying west of the meridian of Chicago, 4,858,000 tons of freight eastward, and 
1,846,000 tons westward, amounting in all to 5,708,000 tons. Bstimating the fteigl;it 
charges f^om the river to Chicago, including the transhipment at the Mississippi, at $6 
per ton, or $84,000,000 for the whole, and if the saving by water shall reach only one-hatf 
of this sum, it will amount to seventeen millions of dollars in a single year. Whether 
the statement of the^e great sums is correct or not, enough is true. 

I am advised that in 1868 the average cost of moving a bushel of grain from Lake 
Michigan to New York by water, a distance of 1,800 mi.es, did not exceed 25 cents ; 
while, during the same time, the average cost from the Mississippi to Lake Michigan, by 
rail, 200 miles, including, transhipment, was not less than 27 cents. 

The hightfsi estimated cost of the improvement is $1,161,270, a little more than one- 
third the estimated yearly saving to the States of Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin. In- 
deed, examined in any light, and from whatever point of view, the improvement is fall 
of promise to the growing Stales of the North vest. 

The true interests of commerce require that producer and consumer be brought into 
as nearly immediate contact as possible. Every new highway bearing on it the har- 
vests of the fertile land, is at once an economizer and stimulant. Here we propose to 
further a movement holding forth such a promise in an eminent degree. 

Now, howls this great work to be accomplished? Whether it shall be done by the 
govermnent directly, or by companies with government aid, or by some other mode, is a 
question properly devolved upon Congress, and in the ^settlement of which the exercise 
of its ability and wisdom will be demanded. 

That the work shall be done in some way, all must concede. It seems to me proper 
that this convention, in the exercise of the duty which its members owe to the people 
they here represent, should declare tn tones that all must hear, how vitally important to 
the interests of the Northwest, and of the entire country it is, that this great work should 
be at once undertaken. It is due to the [ representatives in Congress of the section of 
country more immediately reprwented in this convention, that they should know how 
earnestly their people desire this work, and fkir to them that they should know how 
fhlly the people confide in their ability to take that stand in Coni^ess which shall com- 
pel the attention of Congress ; and shall lead to the early eompletion of the greateit 
work of the age, the completion of which shall redound to their glory and to the proi' 
perity of the entire country. 
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On motion, 0. A. Southmayd, of Columbia, was appointed 
a special Secretary to issue return tickets to delegates in at- 
tendanca 

Mr. Pease, from the committee on credentials, made a re- 
port giving a list of over three hundred delegates from the 
states of Massachusetts, New York, Minnesota, Iowa and Wis- 
consin. The following counties of Wisconsin were represented 
by full and for the most part large delegations, to wit: Dane, 
Waupacca, Richland, Grant, Brown, Winnebago, Racine, Co- 
lumbia, Green Lake, Dodge, Sauk, Crawford, Adams, Manito- 
woc, Monroe, Portage, Clark, Marquette, Outagamie, Oconto, 
Milwaukee, Iowa and Juneau. 

The committee on credentials also added verbally that there 
were many delegates present without credentials, and they 
recommended that all such be admitted to seats in the con- 
vention. 

While waiting the report of the committee on Resolutions, 
the convention was addressed by Gov. Marshall, of Minn. ; 
Gov. Fairchild, of Wia ; M. L. Martin, of Brown ; Satterlee 
Clark, of Dodge ; W. H. Doe, of Winnebago ; G. W. Hazel- 
ton, of Columbia; S. A. Pease, of Marquette; and W. J. 
Abrams, of Brown. 

Gov. Marshall's remarks were as follows : 

Mb. Pbeszbsmt, and Qestlemsn of thb Convbntion : It glvet me gr«at pleasure to 
meet yoa in this city. I associate this place with a pleasant recollection of the late war. 
I remember when passing with my regiment to the sonth, to have been very hospitably 
entertained by the patriotic people of Portage City. I have a very gratefal remembrance 
of their kindness to the soldiers of Minnesota. The same hospitality was shown to all 
the regiments that passed through here to the war, and on their return. 

I associate this locality and the great line of natural transit from the Mississippi to the 
Lakes, on which it is an important point, with the story of the first nse that was ever 
made of this route for the transportation of the products of the west to the markets of 
the east. Twenty-six years ago, when I was a minor in the aouth-west corner of Wis* 
consiii, I met Bz Governor John Wood, of Illinois, who at an earlier day was engaged in 
miaf ng in your state. Qov. Wood told me that la the year 1838— forty-one years ago— he 
took a cargo of pig lead trom Arena, I think, on the Wisconsm river, in Mackinaw boat<i 
up the Wlaconsin river to this place, and across the portage to Fox river, and down the 
Fox to Green Bay, where he waited six weeks for a schooner on which it was shipped to 
Buffalo. This, doubtless, was the first shipment of the products of the west since the 
civilized occupation of the country, to the east. 

But, gentlemen, it was not these, to me, agreeable and interesting associations that 
brought me here to meet you. It was because my State has a large interest in the im- 
provement of this water channel from the Mississippi to the Lakes, and the hope that I 
might in some degree aid and encourage this movement towarda making this^reat nat- 
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ural channel ayaflable for the transit to the east of the yast agrlcnltoral productlcniB of 
the trana-MiBsiesippi States of the Northwest. 

Minnesota has this year produced about twenty million bushels of wheat. More than 
three-fourths of this crop is destined for export. At the present low price of wheat. It 
costs about one-half of Its market value at the east, to transport it there. So that in re- 
ality the wheat fanner of Minnesota is working six months in the year to produce his 
cropy and the other six months to pay for shipping it to market. 

It is, I believer correctly estimated that the proposed improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers would reduce tbe cose of transportation on wheat, per ton per mile, to 
one -fifth or one-sixth of the present high tariff of railroad freights. The resulting^ ad- 
vantage to the Minnesota farmer would be that whUe as now one-ha^ his labor govs to 
pay for transportation, it would require, with a reduction upon the whole lice equal to 
that upon the Fox and Wisconsin River Improvement portion, but about one>sixth of 
that half, or one-tenth or one-twelfth of the whole ; or m other words, the farmer, 
instead of working six months in the year for the benefit of the rich transportation 
lines between the oast and the west, would work but two mjonthsin the year to pay the 
cost of transporting his crops to the great markets. 

It is this fact, having so important a bearing on tte prosperity and wealth of Minneso- 
ta, that has bronght me here to address and counsel with yott in regard to the ways and 
mean» of promoting the success of this great enterprise. 

It Is true, that in central and northern Minnesota, we look to an outlet by way of Lake 
Superior, and we sball by the completion of the raiilroad Arom St. Paul to Duluth, have 
next year a shorter and cheaper lino of railroad transportation to the Lakes, than i» 
afforded across your State. 

But Minnesota has only 1,000,000 acres of land in wheat, while her whole area Is 60,- 
000,000 acres, and plenty of good land beyond. There is no eailmatinic the capacity of 
thin trass-Mississippi region. 

We want all the means that natare has designed for communication between the east 
and the we^t. It is a great mistake for those who have capital invested in railroads, to 
be Jealous of this cheaper than railroad route. The increased facility which this cheaper 
route will afl'ord for the development of the vast areas of fertile land In Iowa and Min- 
nesota and the great northwestern areas beyond, will increase by manifold the more 
profitable traffic of the railroads in passengers and lighter freights. Give to Minnesota 
and to Iowa, each two or three millions of population, instead of the half million and 
million that each have now, and you will quadruple the business and the profits of the 
railroads between the Mississippi and the Lakes. Open these rivers, and you w'ill hasten 
the day when these millions will people the trans -Mississippi states. 

It was the Erie Canal that poured population into the states, bordering the great Lakep, 
by fhmlshing an outlet to their productions, and that created the necessity for these great 
lines of railroad— the New York Central, the Erie and the Pennsylvania Central. With- 
out the Brie Canal, those roads would hardly have been in existence to-day, or If in ex- 
istence, wocld not have half the traflic that is now eniichlng them. 

I regret that the people of Minnesota had not taken an earlier and deeper interest in 
the Improvement. The friends of the work have my heartiest sympathy. 

< 

GOVERNOR FAIRCHILD'S REMARKS. 

Governor Fairchild was called for, and on comirg forward 
said: 

It was hardly necessary for him to express himself on the subject of this Improve- 
ment. The people of the State and nels^hb^rg States knew what he thought of the 
work. The question now is, how to do it. ] We can't resolve the sand out of the channel ; 
wo can't viemorlalize a bar out of the river ; we must bring our guns to bear on Con- 
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greu. The Goyersment wants this as a military highway. We may be at war sometime 
when this canal will be of great n^e to ns. 

The people of the Northwest and the people of the Bast unite in asking for this Im- 
provement. The less we pay at the West to transport grain the better it will be for the 
producer and consumer. He was not afraid of the opposition of railroad men. They 
know, as Goyemor Marshall says, that the money is in transporting light freight, which^ 
giyes three times the profit that bulky freight does. 

If we continue to strike hot and heavy we shall get aid from Congress in a year. Let 
our members of Congress make it the business of their lives to get aid for this work. 

We want a channel of 3H feet in the Wipconsin River now. Let Congress appropriate 
S6UO,000 for this work, so that farmers can have the use of the river while the work on 
the great canal is being pushed ahead. 

In Milwaukee he found a warm feeling in favor of this work, because everything that 
helps us out here helps them. Milwaukee is friendly, and Minnesota and Iowa earnestly 
favor the work. He heartily responded to Go /emor MerrilPs expression, inscribed on 
the wall, ** Now for a Iree canal to the Lakes." 

Nothing short of a phonographic report can do the Gover- 
nor's speech justice. It was received with great favor. 

General Warren was called for, but did not appear ; and a 
communication was received from a photographer asking the 
delegates to walk out in front of the court house and have a 
picture taken, to be engraved for Harper's Weekly^ but they 
did not walk out. 

Senator Satterlee Clark said that the convention would be 
glad to hear from Hon, Morgan L. Martin, the jirat friend o^ 
the Improvement 

HON. MORGAN L. MARTINIS REMARKa 

Mb. Pbesident and Gsntlexbh: I am unprepared to respond in a becoming man- 
ner to the unexpected call upon me. Nearly my whole life has been deyoted to labor 
for this great improvement, and I claim to be Judged by work, not words. 

The originator of this enterprise was Father Marquette, who, two centuries, ago, 
passed by this route, demonstrated, and discovered the Missisitippi. An event next in 
importance to the discovery, of the continent, is due to that devoted and indomitable 
missionary, and to the great highway which we now seek to improve. For a long 
period, the only commnnicatlou with the upper Mississippi and its tributaries was the 
Fox and Wisconsin rivers. The importation of merchandise and return of f\ur»— the 
reinforcements and supply of our military posts were accomplished by means of this 
channel. 

Forty years ago a convention was held, at which I had the honor of officiating as 
scribe, to call the attention of the Government to this great national thoroughfare. At 
that time, the States of Iowa and Minnesota, now so ably represented here, were an un- 
broken wilderness. Wisconsin consisted of two small hamlets at the two extremes of 
the water route from the lakes to the Mississippi. We contemplated at that period a 
trifling expenditure of less than a million of dollars to overcome the rapids of the Fox, 
to construct a short section of canal and unite the two streams at the point where we 
now stand, thus facilitating the transportation of troops, munitions of war, and sup- 
plies, and the limited productions of a sparsely settled country. To realize the antici- 
pation then indulged, my eflbrts have been unceasingly contributed since the com- 
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mencement. A detailed accoant of^the enterprise would inyolve so mnch of personal 
history, that I decline to enter more fally into its subject. 

The plans of improvement, heretofore adopted, are inadequate to the growing wants 
of the great States west of us. We must hare a fre€ ship canal which will float the 
steamers laden on the Mississippi to our wharves on the lakes. The wealth and popu- 
lation of the whole Northwest would be vastly increased, and already demands this 
improvement. Even the State of New York, which furnishes the great market for our 
produce, would be immensely benefitted by the construction of this great national 
highway. 

Though far advanced in years, I am ready now, as ever, to labor for the accompllsb- 
mentof this great enterprise, and when it shall be completed, the desire and aim of my 
life will be realized, and I shall willingly ^^ lay down the hoe.'^ 

HON. SATTERLEE CLARK's REMARKS. 

We are all getting back to our first love— a river canal. 

When he came to Wisconsin he went to Green Bay on foot, and while clerk there in a 
sntler*s store, he remembered the first Improvement Convention held forty years ago in 
that place. He afterwards came to Fort Winnebago, near where he was now speaking 
and st&id fifteen years, and thay used to get goods up the Fox river at that t^me in 
canoes or boats. It was the cheapest way they could be transported. Finally bridges 
were built and afterwards military roads and .then railroads, but they cannot do all the 
work— we want a canal. 

As to opposition of railroads, he knew from personal knowledge, from consultation 
with leading railroad men, that they are not opposed to the improvement of the rivers* 
He had this from leading men wiihin the week. He said there was no use in asking a a 
appropriation from Congress until the private corporation now in possession of the work 
was out of the way. Our effort should be to get this company to relinquish its rights, 
and until that^was done all the conventions in the world would do no good. 

HON. W. H. doe's remarks. 

Mr. Doe said that a car-load— 6, OOU feet of lumber, worth f8 a thoueand feet in Osh- 
kosh, would be transported to Chicago for $40. To get it to the Mississippi involved 
another large expenditure ; but if they had a canal, lumber could be transported from 
O^hkosh to the Mississippi for $8 a thousand. The same good results and great saving 
would be found on the side of the grain producer. The work should be done and done 
quickly. 

HON. G. W. HAZLETON'S REMARKS. 

He had been greatly interected in the remarks of othen . He confidently looked for 
good results ftrom this Convention. He expected some practical measures would be 
adopted for the completion of this Improvement. V was impopsible to compute the in- 
crease in population and agricultural production in tbe West for tbe next twenty-flvft 
years. He believed that twenty Western men taking a stand in Congress on this 
matter can bring Congress to their views. We were not asking lor anything imprac- 
ticable, but for aid in an enterprise that conmiends itself to the common sense of all 
men. 

DR. S. A pease's REMARKS. 

Dr. Pease alluded to the remark of Mr. Clark about returning to first love, and he 
thought from what he saw at the Prairie dn Chien convention and the feeling here to- 
day, that there was soon to be a wedding. (Laughter.) He thought people were going 
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back to early text books. They were improving national highwaye of commerce. For 
the last twenty years people had been boildlng railways. He thought the corporation in 
charge of the work would get out of the way. Ho favored asking Congress for aid. He 
thoaght the work of securing aid could be done in twelve months. 

HON. W. S. ABRAM'S remarks. 

Mr. Abrams said that the flrst convention was called live years ago at Dubuque, when 
only four places in Wisconsin were represented, while in Iowa all the counties but one 
or two were represented. He said that, though much had been said about the business 
that would be likely to flow to this canal, yet the half had not been told. He had exam* 
ined the matter personally, and was astonished at the amount of business done between 
the Mississippi and the East. He read many statistics, showing how Minnesota would 
have saved, last year, about $^000,000, if she could have had the benefit of this canal. 
If the U. S. wonH Improve the river, he thought the state should do it. 

The committee on resolutions, by their chairman, 0. D. 
Robinson, submitted the following report : 

JResolved^ That a water route by which the steamboats of the Mississippi river can run 
to the harbors and unload into the vessels of the great lakes, is a public necessity. 

Jieeolved, That as it has been shown by government surveys that such route can be 
made through the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, the original policy of our government to 
make them public highv^ays shall be carried out. It substantially pledged itself to do 
this when it kept the control ot those streams by the act which admitted Wisconsin as a 
state into the Union. 

Setolved^ That as the late surveys made by the general government show that the cost 
of uniting the Mississippi river with the great lakes by a steamboat channel will not 
greatly exceed four millions of dollars, which is not as much as the saving such route 
would make in each year in the carrying trade of the north-west, it would be great in- 
justice and gross wrong to put off this great work. 

Setolved^ That as the Erie canal, with its contracted channel, its numerous and small 
locks, the slow movement of its boats with horse-power, which cannot exceed thii*ty-siz 
miles in twenty-foar hours, has, with these great drawbacks, kept down freight charges, 
it is therefore clear that a river route, with al^Bw large locks, which can be navigated by 
steamboats moving one hundred and fifty miles in twenty-four hours, would protect the 
Northwestern States firom unreasonable charges or dangerous combinations. 

Besdved^ That the great and growing commerce of the Erie canal, in the face of the 
greatest competition in our country, shows that water routes are demanded. Without 
them the values of many coarse productions are lost, as they cannot be carrried to market 
otherwise. Railroads, by giving activity to the business of the country, and by filling 
it with population, have made water routes necessary to meet the varied commercial 
wants of a great and prosperous community. 

£hsolved, That the want of the Northwest is cheap transportation. That this can only 
be secured by a water route which all have a right to use, with their own vessels, upon 
equal terms, thus giving the public the benefits of I^ee competition. 

MISCELLANEOUS RESOLUTIONS. 

B08olv€d^ That the Committee on Memorial be authorized to add to or incorporate in 
the memorial to Congress, prepared under the direction of the Convention at its Prairie 
du Chien session, statistics upon the comparative cost of the Wisconsin and Fox river^ 
route, the channels by rail, andtheother projected water routes; uppn the distanceji 
which the value of western products will bear transportation at present ratoB, and 



74 WISCONSIN AND POX BIVBBS 

upon such otlier qaeBtions as in the condnct of their inyeetigatlons shall be deemed 
important. 

jResolved, That the organization of this Convention be so continued as to be subject 
to the call of its chairman, with the approval of the Governor of Wisconsin; and be it 
farther 

Sesolved^ That in case Congress shall not take early and favorable action npon the 
memorial submitted by the action of this Convention, that a meeting be called at BTich 
time and place as may be deemed advisable, for the consideration of ways and means for 
the prosecution and completion of the work under consideration, without unnecessary 
delay. 

Sesolved, Th&t the President of the convention be authorized and instructed, as soon 
as convenient after the adjournment of this convention, to appoint a committee to visit 
Washington, and urge before the committees of Congress th^ subject matter of the nae- 
morial to be prepared and submitted by action of this convention. 

Beaolved^ That the Governors ot Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, Illinois, Nebraska, and 
Wisconsin, be and they are hereby requested to unite in forwarding copies of the me- 
morial heretofore prepared to the Governors of the several States of the Union, asking 
that the same be laid before their respective Legislatures, and they be requested to con- 
cur in the memori&l and adopt such practical measures as they shall deem proper to 
effect the objects desired, and take early and favorable action thereon. 

Resolved^ That, under the direction of the Governor of Wisconsin, the proceedings of 
this convention, together with the memorial to Congress, and such letters, reports, pa- 
pers and documents as shall be deem'^d important, shall be published in pamphlet form, 
and that copies thereof be sent to the President of the United States, the heads of the 
departments, and to members of both houses of Congress. 

Sesolved, That the Senators and Representatives in Congress from the several States 
be requested to urge upon the general Government a recognition of the Improvement of 
the Wisconsin River as a national work, and that they be further requested to ask and 
urge the Government to undertake and perfect such improvement at an early day, in 
such manner £ind by such means as Congress may direct. 

' Resolved^ That, in the opmion of this convention, such a plan of improvement should 
be adopted as will afford adequate and uniform capacity for commerce and navigation 
from the Mississippi River to the Lakes, and such arrangements should be made as will 
secure the free use of this route to the people forever. 

The question being on the adoption of the report, Mr. Cobb, 
of Iowa, was called out, and addressed the Convention on ;iiat- 
ters connected with the improvement, and making suggestions 
in relation to the best mode of accomplishing the objects of the 
Convention. 

The meeting was further addressed by George B. Smith, 
Satterlee Clark, C. C. Eemington, and others. 

Mr. Eemington, of Sauk, presented a resolution, additional 
to the report of the committee. 

Mr. Martin, of Brown, submitted the following, as a resolu- 
tion, which was accepted by Mr. Eemington, and adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Legislature of Wisconsin be requested to make terms with the 
Green Bay and Mississippi Canal Company, by which, in the event of an appropriation 
b> Congress, the rightfl and franchises of said company be sni rendered to the general 
Government or the State. 
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A. J. Turner, of Columbia, submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Seeolved, That the Legislature of Wisconsin be, and hereby Is, respectfully requested 
to make, at Its next session a sufficient appropriation for the proper publication of the 
proceedings of this Convention, In pamphlet form, accompanied by such maps, statistics 
and other information as the officers of the Convention may deem advisable to incorpo- 
rate therewith. 

Mr. Proudfit, of Dane, moved the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be and are hereby extended to the peo- 
pie of Portage City, for the hospitable entertainment and liberal and Judicions arrange- 
ments made for the convenience and comfort of delegates in attendance at this conven- 
tion. 

General Cobb moved the following : 

JResolved, That thanks are due and extended to the officers of the railroads furnishing 
half-fare tickets, and to the proprietors and officers of the several lines of river boats, for 
the liberal attention shown delegates in their passage to and return from the conven- 
tion. ' 

And on motion of Prof. J. W. Hoyt, the thanks of the pon- 
vention were extended to the temporary and permanent offi- 
cers of the convention, for the manner in which they had dis- 
charged the duties of their several positions. 

On motion, the convention adjourned, subject to the call of 
its officers. 

SAMUEL MEEEILL, Presidmi. 

Geo. Hyer, A. J. Turner, J. 0. Culver, J. K. Proudfit, 
Gr. W. Limbocker, D. B. Priest, Secretaries. 



ADDENDA. 

complimentary resolutions. 

The following resolution was adopted at a meeting held upon 
the Steamer " Weston," by the delegates, coming by river : 

Besolvedy That we have witneeeed with especial eatisbction, the result of well directed 
efforts on the part of Superintendent Edwards and Engineer Randall, in converting the 
waters of the Fox River into a channel of commerce, important to the business and gen- 
eral prosperity of Central Wisconsin, and that we tender our thanks to Messrs. Morse & 
Paige, for the liberal tender of their line of steamers to carry delegates to the River Im- 
provement Convention ; and take occasion to express our gratitude to Supt M. Garrow; 
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to Oapt. Mace and Clerk Baxter, of the "Berlin City," and to Capt. Baldwin and Clerk 
Cole, of the " Weston," and their associate officers, for their kind attentions to the com- 
fort and safety of the passengers committed to their charge ; and commend them and 
their boats to the patronage of the pnblic. 

The following letter was received by General Marshall, of 
Minnesota, from Colonel Edwin F. Johnson, Chief Engineer 
of the Northern Pacific Eailroad : 

** I read a day or two since the yery appropriate resolation passed by the recent con- 
vention at Portage City, of which you were a member, relative to the Wisconsin 
Canal, a work of tho greatest importance to thj Upper Mississippi, which very unwisely, 
as I think, has been permitted to languish.'* 




SUPPLEMENT TO THE MEMORIAL 



OF THE 



PRAIRIE DU CHIEN CONTENTION, 



MADB 



PURSUANT TO A RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION WHICH 
MET AT PORTAGE CITY, OCTOBER aOlH, 1869, 



OK 



THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE NAVIGATION 



OF THE 

WISCONSIN AND FOX BIYERS. 



To the Honorable^ the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States, in Congress assembled: 

The re-assembled Prairie du Ohien Convention which met 
at Portage City October 20th, 1869, most respectfully repre- 
sents, by way of supplement to the memorial already pre- 
sented on the subject of the improvement of the navigation of 
the Wisconsin and Fox Rivers, as follows : 

COMPARISON WITH OTHER WATER ROUTES. 

The following table is designed to represent the Wisconsin 
and Fox rivers improvement in comparison with the Illi- 
nois river and Illinois and Michigan canal improvement: 
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TABLE No. 1, 

EXHIBITING- 'the Wisconsin and Fox, rivers improvement route to New York, 
in comparison mth the Illinois Rviyer and Illinois and Michigan Canal route. 



Distances from St. Louis to New York. 


No. of miles, 
place to place 


No. miles, 
total. 


In favor of 
111. route. 


In fnYor of 
Wis. route. 


r From St. Louis to Grafton rmonth 111.^ 


41 

834 

•1100 

850 

150 

•500 

278 

♦875 

500 

460 

834 

•1100 

500 

278 

•875 

500 

•710 

884 

•1100 

600 

•250 

278 

•875 

600 










Prom Graflon to Chicago 








Bv Illinois and Mich- 
igan canal route... 


From Chicago to Buffalo 








From Buffalo to Albany 










From Albany to New York 


1975 








r From St. Louis to Prairie du Chlen. . . 






By Wisconsin and 
Fox rivers route...' 


From Prairie du Chien to Green Bay. 

From Green Bay to Buffalo 

From Baffalo to New York 
















2158 


178 




Distances trov 


[ Pbaibix du Chien to New Yobk. 

• From Prairie du Chien to Grafton. ... 
From Grafton to Chicago 




By Illinois and Mich- 
igan canal route...' 








From Chicago to Buffalo 




.....•, 






From BufEalo to New York 


2394 








■ From Prairie du Chien to Green Bay. 
From Green Bay to Buffalo 






By Wisconsin and 
Fox rivers route...' 








From Buffalo to New York 


1658 




741 


Distances v 


noM St. Paul to New York. 

f FromSt. Paul to Grafton 




By Illinois and Mich-, 
igan canal route... 


From Grafton to Chicago 

From Chicago to Buffalo 
















From Buffalo to New York 


2644 








f From St. Paul to Prairie du Chlen .... 






By Wisconsin and . 
Fox rivers route.. . ' 


From Prairie du Chien to Green Bay. . 
From Green Bay to Buffalo 
















From Bufiklo to New York 


1908 




741 









From Table No. 1 it appears that St Louis is nearer to 
New York, by the Illinois improvement, 178 miles ; while 
Prairie du Chien, St Paul, and all other points north of Prairie 
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du Ohien, are nearer by the Wisconsin improvement, 741 
milea The point equidistant from New York by either route 
is 89 miles north of Grafton and 370 miles south of Prairie du 
Ohien. That point is 180 miles north of St Louis and 60 
miles south of Keokuk, and near to the town of Louisiana. 
AU points north of the town of Louisiana are, by the Wiscon- 
sin route, nearer to New York than by the Illinois routa The 

« 

navigation is similar, and the saving in the use of one over 
the other, turns upon the question of distance. 

The following table is designed to represent the Wisconsin 
and Fox rivers improvement in comparison with the Kanawha 
and James rivers improvement : 

TABLE NO. 2. 

STA TEMENT tkoufing the Wucoruin and Fox r'wera improvemmt route to New 
York in comparison toith the Kanawha and James rivers improvement route : 



Distances fbox Caibo to Kbw Tobe. 



By Kanawha and 
James riyers ronte. 



From Cairo (month Ohio) to Point 
Pleasant (month Kanawha). 

From Point Pleasant to Richmond . . . 

From Richmond to Hampton Roads. . 

. From Hampton Roads to New York.. 



By Wisconsin and 
Fox rivers ronte. 



From Cairo to Prairie dn Ghien 

From Prairie dn Chlen to Green Bay, 

From Green Bay to Buffalo 

. From Boffiilo to New York 



DiSTANOBS TBOX PBAIBIB DU ChIBN TO NeW YoBK. 



By Kanawha and 
James riyers ronte. . . 



From Prairie du Chien to Cairo 

From Cairo to Point Pleasant 

From Point Pleasant to Richmond. . . 
From Richmond to Hampton Roads. . 
From Hampton Roads to New York. . 



By Wisconsin and • 
Fox riyers route.... 



From Prairie du Chien to Green Bay. . 

From Green Bay to Buffalo 

, From BnfGUo to New York 



o o 



785* 
485 
125 
650* 

676* 
278 

875* 
600 



675» 

735* 

485 

126 

660* 

278 

875* 

600 



OD 



do 



1,096 



2,828 



,670 



1,668 






883 



!1 
II 

•So 
c o 



1,017 



* ApproxlmAU. 
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From table No. 2, it appears that Cairo, at the mouth of the 
Ohio, is nearer to New York by the Kanawha improvement 
883 miles ; while Prairie du Chien, at the mouth of the Wis- 
consin, and all points north of Prairie du Chien, are nearer by 
the Wisconsin improvement 1017 miles. The point equi-dis- 
tant from New York by either route, is 166 miles north of 
Cairo, 508 miles south of Prairie dtt Chien, and south of the 
city of St. Louis. 

It is urged in favor of the Kanawha and James rivers route 
that Hampton Boads will become the market of the country, 
and the port from which shipments to the markets of the world 
will be made, and consequently that the distance to 
market by that route will be correspondingly lessened. 
It is certain that New York is the present market 
and the present seat of the capital ot the country. It 
is not certain that the glory of this possession will soon or 
ever pass from her. While it is hers, she controls the exports 
of the country. The rates of transportation upon sea-going 
vessels from the port of New York, are less than from any 
other port of the country, for the reason that, being the mar- 
ket of the country, she insures to them return freights. The 
sea-going vessels from the other ports of the country in great 
part return in ballast, paying the expenses of the out-going and 
return trips from the profits of the out-going trip. Until New 
York shall cease to be the seat of the capital of the country, 
she will continue to be the market of the country. 

In comparing these routes it is perhaps proper to add that 
the summit level of the Kanawha and James rivers im- 
provement is fed by Anthony*s creek, discharging not to ex- 
ceed twice the amount of water required, while the summit 
level of the Wisconsin improvement is fed by the Wisconsin 
river, eight feet higher than the Fox at the portage, and dis- 
charging not less than twenty times the amount of water re- 
quired ; that the lockage upon the Kanawha improvement is 
not less than 1900 feet, while the lockage for the largest pro- 
posed improvement of the Wisconsin river does not exceed 
175 feet ; that in order to surmount the summit level of the 
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Kanawha improvement it is necessaiy to change from steam 
to horse power, and to pass under the mountains through nine 
dark tunnels of one mile each in length, while upon the Wis- 
consin it is not necessary to change power, and there are no 
tunnels to pass through. 

Comparing the Wisconsin and Fox rivers route with the 
gulf route, via New Orleans, the distance from New Orleans 
to New York by gulf and ocean is about 2,200 miles, and by 
the Wisconsin route about 8,858 miles, making in favor of 
the former about 1,158 miles. The point equi-distant from New 
York is 580 miles above New Orleans and 150 miles below 
Helena. The question of distance, however, is not the only 
question in determining the saving by the use of one over the 
other of these routes. The rates of transportion by ocean are 
less than by river. The difference is overcome in a great 
degree by the dangers of the gulf navigation, the increase in 
the cost of insurance, the delays at the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi and the effects of the hot climate ; but waiving these and 
conceding that ocean rates do not exceed one-half of the rates 
by river, and the point whereat the rates to New York shall 
be the same by either route, will be 1,129 miles north of New 
Orleans, and about 125 miles south of St Louis. 

The city of St Louis, at the mouth of the Missouri, is near 
to the points at which the distances to New York by the sev- 
eral water routes referred to are equal The four water routes, 
ujmi nearly equal terras^ will compete for the commerce of the 
Missouri. 

TBB COST COMPABED. 

Estimates for all the improvements required to make the gul 
route complete have not been made. Some of the improvements 
proposed have thus far successfully defied engineering skill. 

The rough estimate for the Kanawha and James rivers im- 
provement (no survey under the direction of the government 
having been made) is $87,868,911.00. 

The estimate for ,the Illinois [river and Illinois and Michi- 
gan canal improvement^ made by Maj. (Jea J. H. Wilson, is 
$18,217,242.56. 
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The estimate for the Wisconsin river improvement, made 
by Maj. Gen. G. K. Warren, is, for the largest of the proposed 
methods of improvement, $4,164:,270.00, and for the smallest, 
$427,749.87. 

COMPARED WITH RAILWAYS. 

The foregoing table is designed to represent the Wisconsin 
and Fox rivers improvement in comparison with railways. 
Dubuque is selected as an initial point with reference to its 
central position in the Northwest and upon the Mississippi. 

From this table it appears that while Dubuque, by rail- 
way, is 568 miles nearer to New York than by water, the cost 
(excluding transhipment), is by water, $4.24 per ton, and by rail 
$18,00 ; the charges by water $9.43, and by rail $28.62 ; and 
the per centage in favor of water 67 per cent. With St. Paul 
as the initial point, the per centage is 72 per cent To trans- 
port a 1 ushel of wheat from Dubuque to New York, the 
charges (not the cost) excluding transhipment, are by water 28J 
cents, and by rail 86 cts.; and from St. Paul to New York, by 
water 31 cts., and by rail $1.09. The lowest rates by the 
" through freight " line from Chicago to New York (1 7-10 cts. 
per ton per mile) would, if extended to Dubuque, amount to 
59 cts., and to St. Paul 75 cts. To compete successfully with 
waterways (when open) it will be necessary for railways to 
carry freight at less than one-half of the actual cost 

DISTANCE THAT GRAIN WILL BEAR TRANSPORTATION. 

. The following note and table are taken from the pamphlet 
compiled by the president and directors of the James river 
and Kanawha company. The table does not purport to show 
how far grain may be carried by river or lake. 



iir 



'The respectlye distances for which canale, railroads and ordinary highways command 
trad 1 is approximately exhibited by the following table. It takes no account of charges 
othe. than for freight (actaal cost) and is made out for wheat at $1.60 per bnshel, or 
$49.60 per ton, of 33 bushels, and com at 75 cts. per bushel, or $24 75 per ton. It as- 
pumes the cost of carriage at 5 mills per ton per mile on canals, fifteen mUlB on rail- 
roads and fifteen cents on ordinary highways. 

*'The charges on produce, other than for carriage proper, would materially curtail tha 
distances Indicated by the following table. The exhibit is valuable, however, as shew- 
ing by contrast, for how much greater distances navigation commands trade than over- 



84 



SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 



land methods of transit. At 830 miles, the cost of carriage on eommon roads consnmes 
the whole valne of "Wheat, leaving nothing at all for the farmer. At 3,980 miles the 
flreight on railroads leaves but 60 cents per hnshel (the actnal cost of production) for the 
grower ; and at 8,800 miles sweeps off the total value. Bat on canals^ the cost of car- 
riage does not trench npon the cost of production (of 60 cents per hush 1) un^ll the 
wheat has been carried 5,940 miles ; nor is the value wholly exhausted within a distance 
of 9,900." 

8TA1BMENT shov^^'nQ the valiie of a ion qf Wheat and one of Com at a given distance 
from mat Jcet^ as affected by cost of transportation respectively by eanai, by railroad, 
and over the ordinary highway. 



Value at market 

10 miles from market. 



20 

80 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

110 

1^ 

180 

140 

160 

160 

170 

830 

880 

840 

850 

1,000 

1,650 

1,980 

8,800 

4,960 

6,940 

9,900 



do. 

....do. 

do. 

....do. 
....do. 
.... do. 

do, 

....do. 
....do. 
....do. 

do. 

....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
....do. 
...do. 
,...do. 
....do. 
....do. 

do. 

do. 

....do. 
....do. 
....do.. 
.. .do. 



Canal 
Cabblagb. 



Wheat 



49.50 
49.45 
49.40 
49.85 
49.3) 
49.25 
49.20 
49.15 
49.10 
48.05 
48.00 
47.95 
47.90 
47.85 
47.80 
47.75 
47.70 
47.65 
46.90 
46.85 
46.80 
46.75 
44.60 
41.25 
89.60 
88.00 
24.75 
19.80 



Com. 



24.75 
24.70 
24.65 
24.60 
24.55 
24.60 
24.45 
24^40 
24.85 
24.80 
24.25 
24.20 
24.15 
24.10 
24.05 
24.00 
23.95 
23.90 
23.20 
23.15 
23.10 
28.05 
19.75 
16.50 
14.85 
8.25 



Railway 
Cabbiaqb. 



Wheat 



49.50 
49.85 
49.20 
49.05 
48.90 
48.75 
48.60 
48.45 
48.30 
48,16 
48.00 
47.85 
47.70 
47.55 
47.40 
47.25 
47.10 
46.95 
44.70 
44.66 
44.40 
44.26 
84.50 
24.75 
19.80 



Com. 



24.75 
24.60 
24.46 
24.30 
24.15 
24.00 
23.85 
28.70 
23.55 
23.80 
23.25 
23.10 
22.95 
22.80 
22.65 
22.50 
22.85 
22.20 
19.96 
19.80 
19.65 
19.50 
9.76 



Common 
Road 
Cabbiqb. 



Wheat Com. 



49.60 
48.00 
46.60 
45.00 
48.5e 
42.00 
40.50 
39.00 
87.60 
36.00 
84.60 
33.00 
31.50 
30.00 
28.50 
27.00 
26.50 
24.00 
1.60 



24.75 

23.25 

21.75 

20.25 

18.75 

17.25 

16.75 

14.75 

14.25 

11.25 

9.76 

8.25 

6.75 

5.25 

8.75 

2.25 

.75 



\ 
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COST OF RAILWAYS. 

The average cost of constructing the railways of the Uni- 
ted States, exceeds $41,000 per mile. (Census 1860.) The es- 
timate for the largest proposed improvement of the Wisconsin 
river would not build the same number of miles of railway. 
There has already been expended for railways in "Wisconsin, 
more than 14 times the estimated sum required for the largest 
improvement, and in the five states, of Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Illinois and Missouri, more than sixty times the sum re- 
quired. 

In every fourteen days of the year 1869, a year of profound 
peace, there was expended by the war and navy departments 
of the United States, a sum greater than the estimated cost of 
improving the Wisconsin river. 

THE PROJECT NOT NEW. 

The project of connecting by this route, the Mississippi and 
the Lakes, is not of recent origin. It was suggested as early 
as the Erie canal project. (Letter of A. Penfleld, p. 42.) It 
was recommended to Congress in 1838, by Joel E. Poinsett, 
secretary of war, " for the purpose of facilitating the transpor- 
tation of troops and munitions of war, destined for the western 
frontier of the United States ;" and in 1839, under his direc- 
tion, a preliminary survey was made by CoL Oram, of the To- 
pographical Engineers. * In 1846, 1854 and 1855, grants of 
land were made by Congress in aid of it Its importance, is de- 
clared in the resolutions of nearly all of the commercial, 
freight, and river improvement conventions held in the north- 
west, including the conventions held at Chicago in 1863, at 
Dubuque in 1866, at St Louis in 1867, and at Keokuk and 
Louisville in 1869. 

It is urged upon Congress in the memorials of Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Illinois and Minnesota, 

MESSAGES OF GOVERNORS. 

The Governors of Missouri, New York, Wisconsin, Iowa 



86 SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 

and Minnesota, in their messages to the Legislatures of 1870, 
call attention to it, and say : 

The Governor of Wisconsin — 

INTEBNAL rHFBOYEMENTS. 

Kindred to the snbject of railway facilities, and of equal importance to the people of 
the Northwest, is the necessity for the improvement of the Wisconsin river by the G^en- 
eral Government. This is an enterprize which affects alike the citizens of every state 
Interested in the subject of cheap freights between the East and the West. The ex- 
penditure of a small sum of money for such improvements will give to the people ben- 
efits that will an^onnt to millions of dollars annually ; and the consequent increased de- 
velopment of the country will add vastly to the amount of light freights to be trans- 
ported by our railroads. No one who has investigated the subject doubts for a moment 
the advisability of the Government's entering at once upon the prosecution of the work. 
There is no point in the United States where the expenditure of $5,000,000 will contrib- 
ute eo much to the general good. The effect will be to reduce the cost of transportation, 
not only upon the fi-eights carried by water, but also upon those carried by every other 
maans. It is estimated that, with the rates fixed at one cent, per ton per mile (about the 
tariff of the Erie canal), the yearly saving, which will inure equally to the producer and 
consumer, will amount to at least twice the total cost of the improvement. The ship- 
menTs East are estimated to be fully 2,500,000 tons annually, and those West 1,250,000 
tons. Should one-fifth of this freight go by way of the Wisconsin river, tolls, at the 
above-mentioned rates, would, after allowing for repairs and to the carrier a fair profit, 
amount to nearly or quite a million of dollars annually. Thus the Oeneral Government 
could be re-imbursed within six years after the completion of the improvement, should 
eimbursement be demanded. Then the rate of tolls proper could be reduced nearly 
one hundred per cent. 

The Governor of Iowa — 

WISCONSIN AND POX BIVEK IMPROVBMBNTS. 

I have given this subject, during the past five years, much thought and some personal 
examination. It is receiving consideration in many parts of the country, and especially 
in the Northwestern States. Cheap transportation is the one question which is vital to 
these States, and to none more so than to Iowa. It is of little consequence whether her 
products be moved by rail or water, but of the greatest consequence that they be moved 
at rates whereby the market price will give back the cost of production and a living profit 
to the farmer. If railways can carry heavy freights as cheaply as water-ways, it is certain 
that they wDl not unftss compelled thereto by water competition. The improvement of 
water channels will reduce the charges on every ton ot heavy freight, whether moved by 
water or by rail. Our State has raised during the past year, nearly fifteen millions of 
bushels of wheat for export. With the ijreight charges on this quantity reduced, in the 
cost of movement and transportation, only ten cents a bushel, the total saving will 
amount to $1,500,000. But Iowa exports large quantities of other grains and other pro- 
ducts, and imports great amounts of lumber, merchandise, etc., so that this large sum 
would not be one -half the yearly saving to Iowa alone. The States of Wisconsin, Illi- 
nois and Minnesota, and those lying further west, will be benefitted, but perhaps in a 
less degree. With wheat selling in the State of Iowa at an average price of fifty cents 
per bushel, and on Lake Michigan at seventy cents per bushel, our representatives in 
Congress should not long hesitate in assuming for their constituents their part of the 
necessary debt in order to open an ample water-way between the Mississippi and the 
lakes. The full results no one can foresee. It would unite the commerce of the lakes. 



